
‘THE SECRET WORLDS OF BIRDS OF PREY’: AN ONLINE COURSE IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR HOME 
 
The contents of the ‘Flight for Birders’, ‘Flight Higher’ and ‘The Secret Life of Raptors’ courses by Dr 
Anton Odendal have been adapted for six shorter courses each consisting of five individual one-hour 
sessions. These are being presented online via Zoom and can be enjoyed in the comfort of your 
home.  
 
‘The Secret Worlds of Birds of Prey’ course (three years in the making) explores many little known 
facts of some of our raptors and highlights several serious conservation threats to their survival. 
Basic clues on the identification of these often difficult to identify birds are provided, but more 
importantly anecdotal information on their survival skills is shared: The heaviest vulture, the bird 
that covers its nest with communal spider webs, two species that hunt in tandem in the Kalahari and 
astonishing migratory flights are just some of the examples of fascinating ‘secrets’ shared. Basic 
notes on critical identification features will be forwarded to participants electronically.  
Find the course programme and registration procedures below. 

                 
 
 
 
THE COURSE CONTENTS AND DATES OF PRESENTATION ARE AS FOLLOWS:  
 
THE SECRET WORLDS OF BIRDS OF PREY (PART 1) 
 
SESSION 1: INTRODUCTION and focus on VULTURES: Monday 29 June 
 
SESSION 2: EAGLES and SNAKE-EAGLES: Wednesday 1 July 
 
SESSION 3: FALCONS, KESTRELS, HARRIERS & KITES: Thursday 2 July 
 
SESSION 4: ACCIPITERS – GOSHAWKS, SPARROWHAWKS and related species: Monday 6 July 
 
SESSION 5: OWLS & NIGHTJARS: Tuesday 7 July

 

Unique chest markings in adult Jackal 

Buzzards 

 

Bu 

The eagle-like behaviour of White-headed 

Vultures – the female depicted here 

 

Bu 

In the Kalahari two different species often 

hunt in tandem 

 

Bu 

Dangers faced by Amur falcons on their 

epic migration 

 

Bu 



                          
 
 
 
ARRANGEMENTS: 
COURSE: The Secret Worlds of Birds of Prey 
DATES: 29 June and 1, 2, 6 & 7 July 2020, all at 20h00 
FORMAT: The course is presented online via Zoom – If required participants will be assisted to be 
able to take part using Zoom through the presentation of a “practice session”. 
COSTS: R 300.00 per person for the course or R 75.00 per individual session. 
REGISTRATION: Contact Elaine at mwjasser@mweb.co.za or WhatsApp at 082 455 8402 or Anton at 
birding@overberg.co.za or WhatsApp at 082 550 3347 to register or to obtain more information. 
NOTE: Gift vouchers to attend the course are available – an ideal gift for birding enthusiasts. 
 
 
 

 

The benefit of shorter wings in African 

Hawk-Eagles 

 

Bu 

A Verreux’s  Eagle-Owl defending its 

chick from an attack by a Tawny Eagle. 

 

Bu 


