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Welcome to 2017. Can you believe that Christmas has come and gone? Here we are facing 
the challenges of a new year. We as the Committee of the Club wish you all a very happy, 
healthy and fulfilling year and we hope that we will enjoy many birding activities together.

We will remember 2016 as a good year for the Club, with lots of fun. Our monthly evening 
talks, ten morning walks, five longer away outings, and our courses had a total of 1 227 
participants. Thanks to you all for keeping the Club alive and well.

The year has included excellent presentations from Marius van Rooyen on the birding at 
Cape Town Airport, Wolfgang Schenk on taxidermy, and Odette Curtis on the Renosterveld. 

Then we had members sharing their activities, such as Team McLennan-Smith, Charles 
Naudé, Gavin Turner, the Bowmans, the Horstens, and Barbara Swart, supported by Margie 
Ogston. These were all interesting and enjoyed.

I would like to thank all the Committee members for the sterling job they have done this past 
year. I really am grateful for their contribution to the running of the Club. I have been away a 
lot and the team was magnificent.

Most plans are in place for the coming twelve months. We have some excellent and different 
speakers, we have a schedule of walks in good birding areas, which will be fun, and we will 
have some away outings. The first will be launched very soon. 

And we will be arranging training courses to enhance our knowledge. It’s allways amazing to 
see some senior birders at the Club attending Mike Ford’s basic courses because, they say, 
they always learn something new.

Our first meeting is on 18 January, where we kick off with what I am sure will be a great 
presentation. Diarise the date. Details will be sent out soon.

The meeting will be followed by cruises on the Klein River from Stanford, towards the end of
the month, for which 36 of our members have booked. These cruises, on the River Rat, are 
always a joy.

I would like to end with an appeal to members to put up their hands to join our Committee. 
We will be faced with some changes at the annual general meeting in February, and we need 
new faces on this active committee. If you are available to help, please call me at 028 313 
2458 so that we can have a chat.

Best wishes, and see you soon.

Craig Holmes

Chairman


