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How the months have passed. It’s already mid-August. I was lucky enough to spend a few 
months in the United Kingdom, but then came back to a medical problem which has put me 
out of action for a while. I am now back, bright-eyed and bushy-tailed.

While I was away the committee members have done extremely well and I thank them for 
their gallant efforts. 

During the last months we have been able to enjoy talks by Charles Naudé, with his 
wonderful pictures, and John and Sheelagh Bowman, enthralling us on the delights of Costa 
Rica. 

Then there was the Members' Evening and photo competition. And the Quiz, with two 
innovations. 

Firstly, we changed the format. We had the teams mixed with strong and not so strong birders
this year, which was well accepted and gave everyone a good chance to do well.  

Secondly, we were invited to participate in BirdLife Overberg's quiz, and in turn we invited a 
team from BLO to our Quiz. The BLO team managed to win our Quiz, while our team of the 
Bowmans, Lee Burman and Barbara Palmer came second in their's. Well done to both teams.

Despite the changes and the excitement, there was a very disappointing turn-out. I wonder if 
we should drop the Quiz from the calendar. Would love to hear your comments. 

Our day walks during the last few months were at Stanford, Rooi Els, and a wonderful 
morning at Jessie and Ian Walton’s Elgin Valley farm.

We look forward to this week’s monthly meeting (tomorrow, Wednesday 17 August), where 
Mike Ford will take us on a virtual trip to the United States. That should be a wonderful 
presentation. 

Next month’s day outing, led by Mike, is to Strandfontein, where an African Pied Wagtail 
was reported around the heronry near the entrance. Another special bird, the Rufous-tailed 
Scrub Robin, has been seen by more than 700 twitchers from all over Southern Africa, at 
Zeekoevlei, next to Strandfontein.

With some luck we may spot at least one of them. Sadly I won’t be on this outing as I am off 
on a road trip to the Kruger National Park.

Anyone visiting the Salt Pan recently would have enjoyed the chance of seeing Lesser 
Flamingos there, together with the regular Greater Flamingos. And at Grootvadersbosch, near
Swellendam, a Crowned Eagle was spotted recently.

For the rest or the year, we have two full trips arranged. One is to Duinepos in the West Coast
National Park, where a Lesser Sand Plover was seen around the Seeberg Hide. The other is to



Bontebok Park at Swellendam. Both trips were fully subscribed within hours of being 
advertised. We have limited them to 24 participants, which seems to be a manageable size. 

I am looking at some options for the new year which I hope will be well supported, as usual.

Sad to report the passing away of one of our members, Barbara Rogers. May she rest in 
peace.

With best wishes and see you soon

Craig Holmes

Chairman


