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We have enjoyed the first activities of the year. In January 67 intrepid members of the Club enjoyed 
the hospitality of the River Rat on five different cruises on the Kleinrivier, departing from Stanford. 
The birding varied from excellent to average as some cruises were in idyllic weather and others in 
iffy weather.

All, however, enjoyed the cruise, and among those cruising we saw Cardinal Woodpecker 
(Kardinaalspeg), African Paradise-Flycatcher (Paradysvlieëvanger), Purple Swamphen 
(Grootkoningriethaan), juvenile African Harrier-Hawk (Kaalwangvalk), Purple Heron (Rooireier), 
Pintailed Whydah (Koningrooibekkie), Steppe Buzzard (Bruinjakkalsvoël) and of course African 
Fish Eagle (Visarend), to name but a few.

In February our AGM was well attended. We have sent out the minutes, financials and my report to 
all subsequently. The meeting went well, although sadly we saw Margie Ogston and David Watson 
step down from the Committee after great contributions from both. They will be missed.

We are lucky, however, that Petra Hoeben, Guy Redford, Charles Naudé and Peta McAdam are 
continuing on the Committee and we welcome back Mike Ford and new member Roy Moulton. 
Mike will look after walks, talks and events, while Roy will look after membership and the 
financials. We are very lucky to have very well qualified members willing to serve on the 
committee and we owe them all a big thanks.

We had a fascinating talk at the AGM by Wolfgang Schenk on taxidermy – it was enjoyed 
immensely by all who were there.

Our first away trip was to De Hoop Nature Reserve in February. Sadly the wind was terrible and 
blew incessantly, making birding difficult and socialising difficult too. Having said that, Barbara 
Palmer, who led the trip, reported 108 species, which was really good going in the conditions. 
Although we can’t control the weather, by all accounts the 36 people who went on the trip enjoyed 
it anyway.

A total of 18 of our members will enjoy the delights of Dyer Island and will sail from Kleinbaai – 
next village after Gansbaai – on Thursday 10 March. With Mike’s expertise I am sure that this we 
be a great environmental and birding outing. Afterwards, if time allows, they will visit the African 
Penguin and Seabird Sanctuary, which is a great enterprise.

Finally, the Mini Big Birding Day is on Sunday March 13. We have some seven teams of four 
members each participating. This can be a great day to learn. While there will be some competitive 
teams, there are others who will be gaining more knowledge of the hobby we all enjoy. In that sense
all the participants will be winners.

I will be away in the UK for the next couple of months, but will keep contact. And I know that the 
committee will ensure that everything goes smoothly in my absence, as always.

Craig Holmes
Chairman


