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Evening view along the Hermanus cliff path, walking westward 
      
Hi all - please note the messages below which are important to all members, and do 
please diarise all club activities as noted on the final page of each issue – thanks 

Margie Ogston (editor) 

         IN THIS ISSUE: 
 

• Chat from the Chair 
 

• Reports on monthly field outings: 
-  Beaumont Estate ramble – day outing 
-  Gabriëlskloof - day outing 
- Bontebok Park - Out of town trip 

 

• Monthly Club Activities: 
- Alouise Lynch - “Birds on the Edge of Extinction”  
- Gavin Turner - “Spitzbergen and its Wildlife” 
 

• Interesting snippets for the month 
• Details for photo competition at Christmas Party 
 

•  Diary note - events for November/December 
• Committee member portfolios & contact details 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
A) All mid-month evening meetings will commence at 19:00 
B) R2 per kilometre is the accepted new fee required from passengers to 

drivers of vehicles on the monthly bird club morning outings. 
        (e.g. 100 kilometres X R2 = R200; divide by 4 passengers = R50 each) 



 
 
 

I am writing this a few weeks before the next newsletter will be out and it looks as if 
spring is finally getting the upper hand over what has been a long, cold and wet 
winter.  Along with the sunshine we extend a warm welcome to new members Peter 
& Beverley Moore, Stephen Naudé, Nonnie Weyers, Kurt, Alison, Erika & Pia Nielsen! 
We hope you will have a long and exciting association with Hermanus Bird Club. A 
warm welcome home to our many swallow-members.  We hope you will have a most 
enjoyable & active birding summer. 
 

September was a busy month starting with our delightful walk at the Beaumont 
Estate, next a productive 2-night outing to Bontebok Park, followed by a very 
interesting presentation by Alouise Lynch and finally our participation in the 
Fernkloof Flower Festival. 
 

The morning outing for October was to Gabriëlskloof, which is always so giving. 
'Spitsbergen & it's Wildlife' was the title of Gavin & Cynthia Turner's presentation for 
the evening meeting and lastly there is the outing with a difference to Die Hel & 
Wilderness, fully booked as always! 
 

During November you can look forward to a drive-out along the Hawston View 
Road, an outing to De Hoop, & at our evening meeting a presentation by members 
on various bird related topics. John & Irene Saunders will talk on the birds of the 
Scilly Isles, Paul & Suzanne de Villiers will share snippets of their 3-month African 
safari, while Sue Rossington will tell us about some of her experiences with the 
monitoring programme of Bonelli's Eagles.   
 

 

 
 
Please remember to diarise our end-of-year function & 
annual photo competition on Thursday, 5th December, 
at 18:00.   
 

Chat from the Chair 
By Barbara Palmer 



 
Chat from the Chair – continued/2 
 
We congratulate the Hermanus Botanical Society on the excellent Fernkloof Flower 
Festival, which drew record crowds. To add interest to the festival, Hermanus Bird 
Club, Whale Coast Conservation and various other bodies & crafters were asked to 
participate. WCC's frogs and our bird calls competed daily and added 'music' to the 
exhibitors’ tent!  Judging by the number of people who stopped at our stall I feel 
that our presence added some value to the event.  
 

  
Many people needed help identifying common 
birds in the area, others wanted more 
information on gardening for birds. 
 

One gentleman brought a recording of a bird 
he'd heard one evening.  Luckily it was a Fiery-
necked Nightjar which was easy to identify, 
but he insisted on calling it a Fairy-necked 
Nightjar.  
 

 
  Our ‘chirpy’ committee members at the stall 
 
We gained three new members during the festival (the Moores and Nonnie Weyers)  
and sold a few of our DVDs, Birds of Walker Bay booklets, plus some of Harvey 
Tyson's generously donated books.  This was more of an educational than 
marketing exercise and I would once again like to thank all the members who 
manned the stall for their time and enthusiasm.  
 

A special thanks to my son Alistair who managed to organize our striking new 
banner in time for the show. 
 

Enjoy the activities planned for the rest of the year, while the committee puts 
together an exciting programme for 2014. 



     Field outing – 5th September – Beaumont Estate ramble 
 
To our delight a wonderful blue-skied and windless day was produced for 
our monthly club outing. The group of 21 members met at 08:00 at OTP and 
once transport was organised, we set off to our destination for the morning. 
 

Arriving at Botriver is always a treat as the pleasures that await us in this 
little village, are varied, personal and never disappointing! With cars parked, 
hats and sun cream applied, we were off on a splendid 2 ½ hour walk. The 
pond below the main house provided us with our first ID, that being the call 
of Klaas’s Cuckoo, and sightings of various species. The amble along the 
almond orchard produced close-up viewing of Fork-tailed Drongo, White-
throated, Cape and Yellow Canaries, and Common Waxbills. 

 

Our raptor ID skills were tested and much 
discussion took place over 2 raptors vying 
for a place in the sky.  The Booted Eagle was 
positively identified after Barbara and 
Charles compared his photograph to the 
internet pictures available once returning to 
Hermanus – well done to our Chairlady! 
 

Along the way we were teased by Spur-
winged Geese, flying just out of reach of 
camera lenses, but the bright colours of the 

Red Bishops and Yellow Canaries kept our attention and were outstanding 
against the greenery of the fields. 
 

A few lucky members watched a Jackal Buzzard rise from its nest just above 
head height – a real treat to see. Klaas’s Cuckoo kept calling but we never 
got to spot them, and Brown-throated and Rock Martins were added to our 
list as was the Black-headed Heron.  
 

44 species were identified on the walk. We had a wonderful setting on the 
edge of the lake for our morning picnic before 15 members moved up for the 
wine tasting which was appreciated by those of us who adore and appreciate 
the beverage!  
 

On the trip home most members had great sightings of Denham’s Bustard 
and a Yellow-billed Kite. Another very good morning spent with like-minded 
people enjoying our area and hobby with passion and pure joy! 
 
Margie Ogston (MJO ed) 



Field outing – Gabriëlskloof & Anysbos - 3rd of October 
 
With the weather at last showing a promise of Spring, a group of 20 
members set off on a visit to Gabriëlskloof.  We last visited the estate in 
February 2012, and spent an enjoyable morning updating their bird list. 
 
On this occasion we had a leisurely start, wandering around the grounds near 
the restaurant with most of us succumbing to the lure of freshly-ground 
coffee.  Whilst we were sitting on the outer veranda, four birds flew in and 
settled momentarily in a tree in the courtyard – Wattled Starlings – certainly 
the birds of the day for the few of us lucky enough to see them, and a first 
record for the area. 

 We then set off for the dams and farmland, 
where we picked up a number of Capped 
Wheatear (a first for some of our members), 
Spur-winged Geese, Cape and Red-billed 
Teal and a couple of Crowned Lapwings.   
 

In the reeds further down were numerous 
Southern Red Bishops, a single Yellow 
Bishop and Malachite Sunbirds showing off 
their brilliant plumage in the sunlight. 

 

Having added 11 new species to the Gabriëlskloof list, we headed home 
slowly along the Swartriver Road, stopping at the iron bridge to check out the 
flooded fields.  The Fish-Eagle was calling but did not appear, however we 
were rewarded with sightings of various ducks, a group of Spoonbills, Three-
banded Plovers and, as we were leaving, a pair of Pin-tailed Whydahs on the 
farm gate. 
 
Between us we saw or heard a total of 69 species for the morning and 
everyone seemed highly satisfied with their outing. We were pleased to 
welcome three new members on their first outing with the Club. 
Lee Burman 



Field outing:  16th - 18th September – Bontebok Park 
 
The members of our group all arrived on time and made our way to the 
chalets located along the Breede River. The Horstens and Palmers set up 
camp in the well-appointed camping site.  The wind was blowing fairly 
briskly, which was a little unpleasant, but at the appointed hour the group 
set off downstream along the rapidly flowing river. Sadly the river being so 
high meant that we were not able to see any of the normal waders. The other 
species you would expect to see such as kingfishers and ducks, had all either 
hidden away or moved to calmer pastures.  
 
We returned along the road and again there was not too much bird activity 
due to the wind. We did see Black Harriers, Black-Shouldered Kite and a few 
LBJ’s on the way back to camp.  
 
The wind abated slightly as evening drew near and the group of 20 intrepid 
birders had a fun-filled evening with our fellow members, enjoying the 
warmth of the braai and bird club camaraderie. 
 
The following morning a small group braved the strong wind and enjoyed an 
early walk. On our return, and after enjoying a cup of hot coffee, we departed 
on the Loop road in a howling wind.   
 

                 
 

Black-headed Heron                             Another splendid evening meal 
                     
Sadly the birds went into hiding, but we spotted Denham’s Bustard, African 
Spoonbill, Black-headed Heron, Spur-winged Geese and had lovely sightings 
of the African Stonechat and the Grey-headed Sparrow.   
 
Red Hartebeest, Bontebok, Mountain Zebra and Grey Rheebuck filled the 
morning’s sightings. The beauty of the flower kingdom with the backdrop of  
 



Bontebok Park – continued /2 
 
the majestic mountains made the viewing really spectacular, even though not 
prolific in the bird and animal departments. 
 
The afternoon drive was the highlight:  we left camp, headed to Die Stroom 
(in a strong wind) and on arrival at our destination many of us set about 
searching for birds, with some folk walking along the river’s edge. 
Some members lounged on the veranda of the small conference centre to 
relax and enjoy the peace. 
  

                
And I think to myself “What a wonderful world’                    Southern Black Korhaan 
                                                                          spotted along the roadside 
After a long and largely unexciting time we were witness to a magnificent 
display of flying. A  Jackal Buzzard decided to give us a performance in  
‘The Art of Flying’. Climbing on the thermals, he hung in flight and then 
swooped swiftly toward the earth in search of prey for a good half hour 
which enthralled us all. He was a great flyer but a lousy hunter. He did not 
get his meal despite terrorising Yellow-billed Ducks, White-breasted 
Cormorants, Egyptian Geese and several other little fellas. A Booted Eagle 
watched the display from high up. 
 
Back in camp we enjoyed warm and hearty soup, wonderful salads and 
potato dishes, and excellent desserts – the teams on both nights did us 
proud and I am sure we all left somewhat heavier. 
 
We identified 95 species – a couple better than was seen last time at 
Bontebok in May 2011 which was in the rain. It was a very pleasant outing 
with lots of fun and laughter interspersed with enjoyable birding though not 
in ideal conditions. 
Craig Holmes 18 September 2013                                                                                      



Alouise Lynch - “Birds on the Edge of Extinction” - 8th September   
  

  At our September meeting Alouise Lynch entertained us with her excellent and 
thought-provoking 'Birds on the Edge of Extinction' presentation. 
 

Alouise is Operations Manager at Dyer Island Conservation Trust and confessed that 
until she joined the DICT team, oceans were just wet places with fish and birds were a 
mere hobby. Her work in conservation had started with guiding in areas 
accommodating the big hairy & scary animals, and studying medicinal plants, 
something which still remains a great passion. 
 

As part of BirdLife Overberg's fundraising project for the African Black Harrier, she 
assisted her better half in putting together a list of endangered bird species, not 
necessarily the obvious endangered ones receiving all the attention, e.g. the White-
winged Flufftail, but rather focussing on the lesser-known species which are also 
facing a survival struggle. 
 

Her list reads as follows:  
 

13. BEARDED VULTURE (a would-be Lifer for her) which faces threats of poisoning by 
agrophosphates and intended poisons, exploitation for traditional ceremonial uses & 
nest disturbance. Bearded Vultures occur in the high areas of the Drakensberg & 
Lesotho and 86% of birds under 4 years old do not reach maturity. 
 

12. The BALD IBIS is on the decline due to egg-harvesting, ceremonial use & habitat 
destruction due to aforestation.   
 

11. RUDD'S LARK is one of the world's rarest lark species.  Again, this specie’s demise 
was caused by habitat destruction leaving pockets of populations isolated. It was 
sobering to hear that we have lost 80% of our grasslands. Due to stewardships being 
formed with farmers and the hard work of conservation bodies, Rudd's Lark has been 
down-listed to vulnerable. 
 

10. The WATTLED CRANE is endemic to Africa and the species was first described from 
a specimen found at Soetendalsvlei near Struisbaai/Cape Agulhas.  When last have you 
seen a Wattled Crane in the Overberg or Western Cape?!  It is an indicator species of 
the health of wetlands, and habitat alterations are pushing this species further north.   
 

9. The CAPE PARROT is found in the Northern and South-Eastern sections of South 
Africa. In its case one of the reasons for the decline in numbers is deforestation. The 
fruit of the Yellowwood is its preferred diet and with alien vegetation encroachment 
and not enough Yellowwoods around, it turns to the alien fruits, which are high in 
sugar & fat content. This causes malnutrition & disease.  



Birds on the Edge of Extinction – continued/2 
 

Another threat is that the Parrots are caught & sold in the pet trade. It is estimated that 
there are only 900 Parrots left.  
 

8. The GRASS OWL is, as its name implies, a grassland specialist and as we saw with 
Rudd's Lark, we have lost 80% of our grassland. Add to this the fact that the preferred 
yearly burning times coincide with high grass, high density prey species and the 
breeding season for these birds, and you have an immediate understanding of why it is 
a threatened species.  The species is listed as Vulnerable by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature.   
 

7. PEL'S FISHING OWL is under threat because of the damming of rivers in its preferred 
habitat, or in the case of the uMkhuze River, diverting the river because it was 
damaging a nearby village. A local bird-guide had taken hundreds of birders to see 
these spectacular birds, but after the river was diverted, the birds moved off and the 
guide lost his livelihood. Other threats include poisoning, pollution, human 
encroachment & land management. 
 

6. WANDERING ALBATROSS - Albatrosses are regularly seen from Dyer Island and a 
bird whose single foraging excursion could be 15,000 km long deserves respect & 
protection. Threats include human impact and pollutants in the ocean which get 
ingested by the Albatross or by their food source and in turn fed to their chicks.  The 
chicks appear to be 'full' but die of malnutrition. Recent studies have shown that small 
pelagic fish have between 9 - 23 pieces of plastic inside them. 
 

5. The CAPE VULTURE is the only endemic vulture to Africa. The biggest threats to this 
species are poisoning and ceremonial use. Through Stewardship programs the farmers 
surrounding the De Hoop Reserve have bought into conservation and now put 
carcasses out in designated areas, offering vital feeding areas for the Vultures of  
Potberg, with the result that the De Hoop colony has grown to more than 200 birds. 
 
4. The BLACK HARRIER breeds in low-lying Renosterveld, which is suffering the same 
fate as grassveld, namely habitat destruction.  No breeding sites, no chicks, decline of 
species - it's that simple. 
 

3. During the last avian cholera outbreak 65% of the BANK CORMORANT population 
was wiped out. If we have another outbreak, we could lose this species, which 
desperately needs our conservation protection. 
 

 
 



Birds on the Edge of Extinction – continued/3 
 
2. There are only 30 breeding pairs of BLUE SWALLOWS left.  
They breed in grassland (that habitat again!) with deep soil to burrow in. This soil is 
fertile and good for agriculture. Need I say more? 
 
It is important, for the survival of the species, that KZN go into stewardship to further 
the chance of survival for this species. 
 

1. AFRICAN PENGUIN: Locally the African Penguin is our bird of greatest conservation 
concern – with a population that has dwindled to 10% of its original size a hundred 
years ago, their situation has become quite dire. Our local refuse is all taken to 
Gansbaai, where it attracts Kelp Gulls who then – when around the penguin colonies - 
harass the penguins, cormorants and terns until they regurgitate their day's catch, 
which means they have nothing to feed their chicks.  
 

Alouise works with the Dyer Island and Stony Point penguin colonies and at Dyer Island 
the colony is showing a steady decline.    
 

What can and should be done to help these threatened species?  There was a recurring 
thread through this whole presentation - get the land-owners on board, increase 
awareness of habitat & conserve it,  educate the locals & follow good agricultural 
practises.  Maybe if we encouraged developers & farmers to leave corridors of natural 
vegetation, instead of ploughing it all up to plant more exotic trees, vineyards, olive 
trees, etc. etc., we can make a small difference to the birds that we all love so much. 
 
    

 
                      
 
During the week of Alouise's presentation, 
U3A sent this picture which is so apt. 
Barbara Palmer    
 
                      



Gavin Turner – “Spitzbergen and its Wildlife” -16th October 
 
Sixty three members and guests attended our monthly meeting not too sure 
of what to expect. Sixty three of us went home marvelling at what the 
Turners had experienced during their journey to Spitzbergen. 
 

Gavin and Cynthia visited the area in 2010 and after flying from Oslo to 
Longyearbyen they boarded a Russian vessel which was to be home for the 
next 10 days visiting islands and settlements with unpronounceable names. 
 

It is 1000km from the North Pole, has 24 hours of sunshine for 4 months of 
the year, and 4 months of total darkness during the winter. 
  
The wondrous journey and the wonderful 
photographs shown enabled us all to 
enjoy the trip with them. 
 

We had sightings of Snow Buntings, 
Atlantic Puffins, Black Guillemots, Ivory 
Gull and the Glaucous Gull (the largest 
Gull in the world and an aggressive 
predator of other birds’ chicks), to name 
a few.  
 

 

 
The visit also had its fair share of other 
wildlife and regular encounters with 
Polar Bears were experienced – did you 
know that the longest recorded swim by 
one of these huge bears is 350kms?  
 
 

 
 
 
We saw nesting sites of some  
three to four hundred thousand birds 
in one spot. Fascinating and quite 
beautiful! 
 



Spitzbergen and its Wildlife continued/2 
 

Then there were the huge Walruses, the diminutive Arctic Foxes, and the 
flora – in a place so cold and often desolate one finds a myriad of little plants 
scattering the countryside –beautiful little flowers showing their bright 
smiling faces. 
 

It was a wonderful trip and the Turners shared it with us eloquently and 
supported the talk with a wonderful slide show.  
 

Maybe Spitzbergen is a place we should add to the wish-list of places to visit. 
 
Craig Holmes 
Editors comment – “Good idea Craig – please can you organise a trip for us?” 
   

 

         
                  

                   Brunnich’s Guillemot         Purple Sandpipers 
 
 



 
A Zimbabwean Adventure – John Bowman – Part 2 
 

National Parks.  
 

The country has a wonderful assortment of National Parks. However, as a generalisation 
(see specific comments below), the Parks are underfunded as, until recently, there have 
not been many foreign visitors with their revenue.  
 

Generally the infrastructure, in terms of roads and ablution facilities etc., is very run down. 
However, in most instances, the very friendly Parks staff went out of their way to make our 
stay as comfortable as possible, keeping the camp sites spotless, and the ‘donkeys’ for 
the boilers working - where there was running water. We camped throughout the Parks, so 
didn’t test chalet accommodation. Bookings were made and confirmed by 
e-mail. Details of the Parks’ accommodation, entry, and camping fees can be found at 
www.zimparks.org. The actual fees you pay will differ a bit from these, but usually not 
substantially. Accommodation/camping fees are paid in advance, and entry fees on arrival 
in $US. 
 

The Parks we visited - a brief summary:  
 

Matobo National Park: Attractive scenery with 
good birding. Roads generally ok except for 
the approach to Togwana Dam where we 
camped. Maleme Dam camp looked better, 
but there were no working ablutions at 
either. You have to pay extra to visit the 
game area, and Cecil Rhodes’ grave.  
 

There are a number of caves with examples 
of rock paintings in the Park. Several are very 
well preserved. 
 

 
 
Hwange National Park (previously Wankie).  We stayed at two ‘exclusive’ camp sites, very 
nice with basic facilities. Game was a bit scarce in the West - except at the dam at our 
camp site, which teemed with birds and game - but more plentiful in the East. Birding was 
great throughout. Considering that this is one of the country’s prime Parks and has been 
visited throughout, the roads, particularly in the West, and the main East-West ‘tar’ road, 
were surprisingly poor. 

http://www.zimparks.org/�


A Zimbabwean Adventure – continued/2 
 

Chizarira National Park.  
This is a relatively unknown Park, 500m up the Zambezi Escarpment, not visited much, so 
infrastructure is very run down. The road to the Park is a real 4x4 experience. Once there, 
views are magnificent, birding is great, the game limited and facilities very limited. 
 

Matusadona National Park.  
Seldom visited, and very neglected. This Park is on the banks of Lake Kariba and you 
descend 500m on a tortuous 4x4 track, crossing many dry river beds.  
  

The worst 80kms we have ever driven! 
 
Very pretty once we arrived, with a nice campsite, and 
working ablutions.  
 
Some game, and, again, great birding. But you can’t 
drive far along the Lake shore, due to bad roads and 
thick bush. 
 

                Temmink’s Courser 
 
Mana Pools National Park.  
Our favourite National Park. One of the joys is that it is one of the few Parks in Africa 
where you can walk, unescorted, wherever you like. Great for birding, which was very 
rewarding. The 70 kms road from the tar to Mana is a badly corrugated 70kms, but roads   
in the Park are good, if dusty. Game here was plentiful, including a pack of Wild Dogs. 

   

            
                           Wild Dogs         Trumpeter Hornbill 
 
A nice selection of ‘exclusive’ camps with minimal facilities, and a good ‘main camp’ with 
decent ablutions-but choose your site carefully. 



 

A Zimbabwean Adventure – continued/3 
 

Gosho Park (Marondera).  
A gem of a Park owned and administered by Peterhouse Girls’ and Springvale Boys’ 
Schools.  

 

The small Park is immaculately maintained, with a 
nice network of roads and walking paths. 
 
A good variety of non-predator game, and great 
birding-we picked up several lifers there.  
 
There is camping and chalets -dormitory type- 
normally used for school outings. 

                       Whyte’s Barbet 
 
Nyanga National Park.  
High in the Eastern Highlands, and cold. So we stayed in a comfortable chalet with a 
fireplace. Good birding and great scenery, including Zimbabwe’s highest mountain, and 
several waterfalls. But again, other than the main route, roads are poorly maintained -
generally a 4x4 is needed. Not much game. 
 

Bvumba Mountains. 
Also high up, and we stayed in a cottage at Seldomseen Holiday Cottages. Great! We hired 
their bird guide for a day and he was wonderful, finding us many birds, including several 
lifers. Best birding of the trip. There are other interesting spots in the area, like the 
Bvumba Botanical Gardens, and roads in the area are good. 
 

Gonarezhou National Park.  
A breath of fresh air as far as infrastructure goes, as it is assisted by the Frankfurt 
Zoological Society. So roads and signage are better, and the two public camps we stayed 
at the best of the trip. Fair amount of game in the Northern section, although we didn’t 
have time to get to the ‘Confluence’ where most of the game is. Less in the Southern 
section-although evidence of many elephants. Good birding and great scenery, especially 
the famous Chilojo Cliffs in the North, and river frontage in the South. 
 

To conclude, once again, this was a great trip. Game viewing would have been better in 
the winter or spring, but we are birders! Our bird list of 224 was, considering the season, 
generous! Bad roads and variable facilities are all part of the travel experience, and we 
took them in our stride.  
Please feel free to contact me for any further information or discussions. 
John Bowman - October 2013 



          Interesting snippets for the month 
 

The Ringing Scheme of East Africa has just received news of a Lesser 
Flamingo, with a ring, that was found freshly dead at Lake Baringo on 13th 
February this year.  
 

The incredible thing about it is that the ring was a BTO ring (British Trust for 
Ornithology) used on a batch of several thousand Lesser Flamingo chicks that 
bred at Lake Magadi in....1962!!  
 

This bird was in fact ringed by none other than the very well-known Leslie 
Brown on 1st November 1962 making it 50 years, 3 months and 25 days old!  
It must surely be the oldest recorded Lesser Flamingo and it’s quite stunning 
that it lived for so long. A few years ago there was one recovered also at 
Magadi that was about 45 years old - there may be one or two more out 
there with rings from that time!  
 

If anyone receives this who knows more about that ringing event of Lesser 
Flamingo chicks in 1962 - or was perhaps even there and took part, it would 
be really interesting to know the full story. 
 

I believe many of the chicks had got 'anklets' of encrusted soda formed 
around their legs which were acting as a 'ball and chain' and were killing the 
birds. Rescuers were breaking the balls of encrusted soda off and putting 
rings on thus saving the lives of many flamingos - some to live to over 50 
years later!  
 

The person who found the flamingo is Nick Armour of Swavesey, England, to 
whom we are indebted for reporting the ring. The distance from ringing site 
to recovery site is 242kms.  

        Reported by Colin Jackson      
     (Report extracted from ‘The Batis’ – magazine of the Somerset West Bird Club) 
 
 

  

      
Committee members show some spirit at a recent meeting. 
 
These socks were worn due to the (temporary) limited sight of our 
chairperson. They were worn to assist her with committee member 
identification, as she could only see the floor and feet/shoes during 
her days of recuperation! 



Snippets continued/2 
New Yorkers in town 
 

It is not often that the Hermanus Bird Club has the opportunity, and pleasure, to 
entertain 5 New York birders in our town and surrounds. 
 

On the 21st October the Bowmans, the Turners and 3 committee members 
collected our guests and tried to seek (and coax) out all the Overberg birds in a 
4-hour period. Their busy schedule in the area (shark cave diving and seafront 
culinary delights) allowed us this short period in which to explore the Onrus 
lagoon and seafront, the Vermont Salt Pan Heronry and finally Fernkloof for the 
fynbos specials. 
 

They were very excited with the number of birds seen (around 50), most of 
which were ‘lifers’ for them.  
 

The highlight was an accommodating Cape Rock Thrush which sat on a nearby 
pole for quite some time allowing for camera clicking – a special treat as they 
are so rare in the Fernkloof area. The ever- present Cape Sugarbirds and the 
Orange-breasted Sunbirds did not disappoint and allowed for great viewing by 
our visitors.  
 

Although the afternoon was windy and cold, we were all pleasantly surprised by 
the number of species identified and returned our guests to their guesthouse at 
18:00 – a happy and satisfied bunch of chatty and friendly Americans. 
 

                                               
 

At 18:45 we all gathered at Barbara and Graham’s home. Barbara and Cynthia 
had cooked bobotie and Graham had produced the accompanying yellow rice. 
We were all treated to various South African delights – snoek paté, biltong,  
droëwors, bobotie, and finally koeksisters and Pavlova SA - (thanks to Sue for 
the explanations and demonstrations) - and let them sample some SA 
beverages. A relaxed evening ended with our guests needing to leave 
reasonably early due to their early ‘shark start’ the following morning. 
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to a very successful day.  MJO - Ed



                       Details for photo competition at Christmas Party 
 

 Place:  Fernkloof Hall 
 

Date:  Thursday 5th December 
 
Time:  17:30 for all members wishing to enter the photo competition 
 
 Time:   18:00 for all members who wish to attend 
 
 Food/ 
Drinks: Bring along own meals – braais will be provided for folk who want to  

  braai, but if you wish to bring along cold meals please do so. 
 

Cutlery/ 
Glasses/   
Crockery:      Please bring ALL you require for your meal.  
 
The club will provide tables and chairs for all. 
 
 
PHOTO COMPETITION 
 
Prints should be 20 cm x 15 cm (8 inches x 6 inches) – anything bigger will not 
be accepted. 
 
Mount each photo on an A4 sheet of paper with your name on the reverse and a 
description of where the pic was taken would be welcome but is optional. 
 
A title or caption needs to be on the front with your photo. 
 
No photos of “caged” or “in hand” birds will be accepted. 
 
The only requirement is that you enter your favourite photo of the year. 
It does not have to be technically correct or the composition perfect – just show us 
your favourite/s and give it/them suitable captions – humorous/serious/suggestive – 
whatever gives you pleasure to share your choice of photo with the rest of your club 
members. 
 
Good luck!!! 
 



                
        DIARY NOTES 

 

   Event and field outing reminders for November and December 2013  
  
                         November 

 

 Thurs: 7th November   Morning outing - to               Meet at OTP 08:00 
                                     Hawston View Road 
                                     countryside trip             
 
Wed: 18th November   Members’ evening                     Fernkloof – 19:00 
                                               (3 presentations) 
12th-14th November    Away trip to De Hoop               Fully booked 
                                  National Park   
 

                                 December 
 

Thurs: 5th December   Christmas Party & club           Fernkloof Hall – 18:00     
                                   photograph competition       (17:30 for photos-please) 
 
                                 COMMITTEE MEMBERS & PORTFOLIOS 
 
Barbara Palmer               Chairperson                                           028 314 1167 
Dave Watson                  Treasurer & Membership Secretary         028 313 0740 
Lee Burman                    Secretary, Environment, Teas                 028 312 3011 
Craig Holmes                 Outings                                                 028 313 2458 
Cherry Mills                   Catering, Sales & PR                               028 316 4333 
Jamie Hart                     Projects                                                 028 314 1593 
Margie Ogston              Newsletter & Teas                                  028 313 0407 
  
Hermanus Bird Club. P O Box 208 Hermanus 7200. 
http://hermanusbirdclub.wordpress.com/ 

                      
 
Remember our unique DVD and Booklet as a gift for visitors 

                    Contact any committee member to order either of the below items: 
                                  Birding in the Walker Bay area – DVD – R50.00 
                                       The Birds of Walker Bay - booklet – R25.00 

 


