
Dear Birding friends,

I have had much fun editing this letter for 30 months now and it has been a most  
interesting journey but change seems to have crept up on me unnoticed and I find  
the concept of ‘cyber’ an area of some uncertainty and unfamiliarity.  As you all  
know,  the  HBC  now  has  a  website  (‘blog’)  on  the  internet  and  it  contains  
interesting and pertinent birding issues relevant to us all as well as copy of this  
newsletter.  Nevertheless, the Oystercatcher will continue to be published in this  
format and circulated by e-mail  to all members as it has been up to now.

Hugh  
   

JULY/AUGUST 2012
Graham and I recently did close on 5,000km through the Western Cape, Karoo,  
Northern Cape,  Free State,  Gauteng,  Free  State,  Natal,  Eastern  Cape and back  
home, all the while keeping our eyes open for birds.  What a surprise and joy it  
was  to  suddenly  spot  a  Pale  Chanting  Goshawk,  Long-crested  Eagle,  Cape  
Longclaw or a flock of 50 Grey Crowned Cranes peacefully feeding amongst a  
flock of sheep. Being a birder when travelling certainly makes time pass quickly &  
distances appear so much shorter!
Since  our  last  newsletter  6  new members  have  joined our  Club,  namely  Terri  
Hagen, Ian Johnston, Angela Oliver, Ted & Liz Sawbye and Cindy Harvey. Welcome!  
We hope you will have a long and active association with Hermanus Bird Club. Not  
a new member, but a new surname to note: congratulations to Grant McLachlan  
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for finally convincing Judy Christie to change her surname to Christie-McLachlan!  
We wish you a long and happy married life.
Thanks to the internet, Mandy Sandenbergh found Hermanus Bird Club when she  
was looking for a club to donate a selection of her late father, Geoff Upfill-Brown's  
books to.  Our sincere thanks to Mandy & her family for this donation which  
added a number of great bird books to our library.  Please have a look at our  
updated Library at the August meeting, there just might be a book or two that you  
would like to take home to enjoy.
Since the end of April we've had an outing to Pat Busch private reserve, we were  
entertained  by  Ronnie  Hazell  and  his  quest  for  lifers,  Mike  Ford  presented  a  
fantastic LBJ course and our members' experiences evening was well attended and  
the speakers excellent.  Unfortunately neither the planned Swart River Road or  
Caledon Botanical Gardens outings could take place, but because this was due to  
rain, we are not complaining.
Activities to look forward to, include a walk along the Onrus peninsula on 5th July,  
our annual Quiz on Wednesday 18th is not to be missed and your support would  
be  appreciated  for  our  Mini-mini-birding-big-day  on  Sunday  22nd  when  
experienced birders will take those less experienced on a 6-hour birding outing,  
which will be followed by a byo braai at Fernkloof.
If  you  are  not  a  blog-follower  yet,  you  are  missing  out!   Go  to  
http://www.hermanusbirdclub.wordpress.com/  or  contact  me  for  more  
information.

SOME RECENT CLUB NEWS
RONNIE HAZELL    -   May 2012     
Three trips – 117 lifers

The  fact  that  Ronnie  not  only  showed  us  a  series  of  photos,  but  sketched  a  
comprehensive  background  of  Moçambique,  made  for  a  very  interesting  
presentation.
Imagine a country from which one million slaves were exported during the 19th  
century; where 100,000 citizens were executed in 1990; a country hit by floods in  
2000  displacing  half  a  million  people,  killing  90%  of  the  livestock,  exposing  
landmines  from the  civil  war  which  killed  more  people,  and  yet  you  find  the  
citizens friendly, kind & a peace-loving people. We also heard about Piet van Zyl  
and  his  amazing  family  who  live  at  the  foothills  of  Mount  Gorongoza,  where  
Ronnie & Renee ticked the Green-headed Oriole as a lifer.  However, the first lifer  



was  a  Baillon's  Crake,  followed by  82 more  lifers,  including  the  endemic  and  
difficult  to find Olive-headed Weaver  in  the Usnea lichen-covered trees of  the  
Panda forest.  They covered 4,500km in 14 days and ticked 333 species.
Their next trip was dubbed Sabonbonasa, criss-crossing borders between South  
Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Botswana, Namibia and finally South Africa! This time  
they did 6,500km in 15 days and ticked 407 species, which included 29 lifers.
Places visited included Chobe Safari Lodge, Camp Kwando & Drotsky Cabins - a  
hard life indeed!  On this trip Ronnie's life-list reached 700 when he ticked a Rock  
Pratincole.  They marvelled at the beauty of the Carmine Bee-eaters and added  
Schalow's  Turaco,  Hartlaub's  Babbler,  Arnot's  Chat,  Levaillant's  Cuckoo,  African  
Skimmer and thousands of Open-billed Storks to the list.  The highlights of the  
trip  were  Luapula  Cisticola,  Pel's  Fishing-owl  and  at  the  Springbok  airfield,  a  
Cinnamon-breasted Warbler.
Next up, during February 2012, just after some heavy flooding, they spent 14 days  
in Kruger National Park.  The floods affected water-bird birding, as many reed  
beds were flattened and nests destroyed.    One of the memories they shared was  
of two Orange-breasted Waxbills interacting, with the male showing a very choosy  
female some old weaver nests and her finding it difficult to make up her mind  
which one to choose  (nothing unusual). She would then re-line the nest before  
breeding started.  Ronnie was so absorbed in the scene that he completely forgot  
to reach for his camera!  This trip added 5 lifers to the list and the total came to  
247 out of a possible 507 species.
Thanks for a most interesting & informative presentation, Ronnie!   

Barbara

OUTING TO PAT BUSCH – 9-11 May

A BIRD TRIP FIRST HAND  IS WORTH TWO IN THE “PAT BUSCH”
The Twitterers gather in the Van Loveren gardens as they prepare to proceed  
down to the Breede River banks and cliffs…..to the sound of the Hadedas!

    



We arrived on the bridge of the Breede. .saw trees of rocks and nests of alien  
mud!

                  

Beside some fellow birders they lead me (with no water in sight) ….. some farmer  
converts hope for a lift home !

           

The morning mists lifted and castles came into focus. At the Nature Reserve with  
flashes & dashes of red, the sun warmed the early morning bodies !

         



Some  flew  around  but  this  pair  of  South  African  Shellducks  settled  in  
comfortably... Barbara reminisces  and reads out the impressive bird list.

       

.. and another grand finale dinner was enjoyed by all the lucky participants!

Thank you Mick
(Apologies for shortening – not enough space- Editor)

MEMBERS EXPERIENCES – Wed 20th June

Considering the weather, the cold seeping up from a concrete floor and strong  
winds,  there  was  a  remarkably  good  attendance  of  51  members.  The  
presentations so well displayed the knowledge and commitment of members as  
they imparted their experiences and enthusiasm for their respective subjects.

Mike and Helen McNaught retired to Hermanus in 2003 and each year plan a trip  
in  May/June.  MIke presented an account  of  their  2011 trip  during which they  



travelled for 2 months and covered 8760 km through central SA, reaching the  
most northerly section of the Kruger National Park. The return route took them  
through Northern Natal and the Eastern Cape. In all they sighted 281 bird species  
and the photos of their campsites evoked as much interest as the bird pictures.

Carl  Pohl added a more technical  side to the evening as he explained how to  
effectively  approach bird photography.  By the way,  those of  you with ‘mik en  
druk’ digital cameras can forget award winning pics ! Nevertheless, our year-end  
photo competition should be in a different league this year.  He also noted that  
members wishing to improve their photographic skills would be welcome at the  
Hermanus Photographic Club.

John Bowman enthralled us with his account and excellent photos of the trip he  
and Sheelagh, Gavin and Cynthia Turner & Gavin’s brother Johna had in Nov/Dec  
2011 as they travelled to Ngorongoro and Serengeti. It was interesting to see the  
conditions of the roads and the accommodation, as well as to witness the huge  
variety of bird species and migration of the animals. At times I was pleased we  
were in the Fernkloof Hall rather than in the rain soaked tents! They encountered  
a plethora of bird and game species, many of which were captured on camera but  
it is noteworthy that even these seasoned birders added 130 lifers to their list. 

Many thanks for entertaining us so well.

P.S. See John’s article below. 

PART 3: IRENTE, MKOMAZI, ARUSHA, TARANGIRE AND LAKE MANYARA

From Selous we made the interesting drive to Dar es Salaam, the biggest city in  
Tanzania- avoiding the chaotic city centre. For an overnight stop, we found the  

FROM WHALES TO WILDEBEEST

Chapter 3 of this now epic journey once again carries us 
along from ‘beasts to Birds’ and  from Irente to Lake 
Manyara in Tanzania; herewith the next instalment :



rustic Pugu Hills Campsite on the outskirts of, and overlooking the city. A lovely  
swimming pool, and restaurant, provided a change from our camp cooking. Then,  
on for two days at Irente Farm in the West Usambara Mountains above Lushoto - a  
sprawling town with a number of old buildings, dating from the German colonial  
era. The farm, at 3823km from Cape Town, was just about half way between Cape  
Town and Cairo,  reminding us how far  we had already travelled!  Irente was a  
delightful campsite, and once we had got to this more Northerly, higher region,  
the temperature dropped rapidly from the 40’s to the 20’s and the rains arrived  
for the first time. 

From then on we had torrential rain most evenings and we were impressed at how  
our new light-weight fabric tents (compared to our previous heavy canvas ones)  
held up to the weather - not a leak between us. At Irente Gavin and Johna did an  
energetic hike up the mountain, while the rest of us chilled out below and picked  
up a few new birds, including the African Citril, Baglafecht Weaver, and Mountain  
Greenbul.

Our next stop was the Mkomazi National Park; not on our original itinerary, but  
we’d recently read about it and so changed plans. What a lovely spot it was! But,  
for our normal US $30ppp day camping fee-plus park entrance fees- all we got  
was a clearing in the bush! No ablutions, no water (which we had to get from Park  
HQ). It was a wonderfully isolated spot with not another soul in the Park and game  
was in short supply, although Gavin and Cynthia did have a nice encounter with a  
Cheetah family. But the birds! We kept finding new ones. EG: The very striking  
Yellow  Necked  Francolin,  the  African  Orange-bellied  Parrot,  the  d’Arnaud’s  
(dueting) and Red -and -Yellow Barbets, and many more. Although we hoped for  
more good birding the next day, we couldn’t travel more than 10km from camp  
due to the treacherous road conditions. So,  birding was really restricted and most  
of the Park was left unexplored. Quite frustrating-we’ll have to go back for a visit  
another time!

Next, we had a one day stop-over at the Meserani Snake Park campsite on the  
outskirts of Arusha (the second largest town in Tanzania) and a really hectic place,  
where  we  could  give  our  vehicles  an  oil  change  and  do  some  serious  
replenishment of supplies. We also got a few lifers in the campsite. From there we  
enjoyed a four day stay in the Tarangire National Park - one of the best of the trip.  
This was a good campsite, with a boma to shelter in when we dined, a kitchen  
area,  decent cold water ablutions, and an AK47 armed guard (although he locked  



himself in the kitchen at night!) Once more, we had it largely to ourselves and  
Tarangire teemed with birds and game, including large herds of elephants. Here  
we saw our first cheetahs and numerous bird habitats which added plenty of lifers,  
including  Bare-faced  and  White-bellied  Go-away  Birds,  Yellow-throated  
Sandgrouse, Spotted Morning Thrush and the fantastic Silverbird-to name but a  
few. 

Sheelagh and I had an ‘interesting’ experience when we got out of the vehicle for  
Sheelagh to take a photo of me standing in the well-known ‘hollow baobab’. As  
we drove away we noted a handsome lion couple lying under a bush about 20  
metres away, watching proceedings! (Photo attached) Mind you, it was fascinating  
to see Maasai herdsmen looking after flocks of cattle on one side of our campsite  
(in the Park), while lions roared at night on the othe. Apparently the lions have  
learnt, from experience, not to take on the Maasai and their spears!

           
Yellow-throated  Sand Grouse I don’t think they are fat enough to make a decent meal !

From there  we  went  on to  the  Lake  Manyara  National  Park.  This  comprises  a  
narrow area between the lake and the 600m high Great Rift Valley Escarpment. A  
fascinating area with four habitats in a fairly confined area: groundwater forest, a  
swampy fan delta, acacia woodland, a small grassy plain, and the lake itself. Lake  
Manyara is one of the few breeding sites for the endangered Lesser Flamingo.  
Difficult counting numbers, but while there we estimated the numbers to be well  
over  a  million.   An  amazing  sight!  On-  the  ‘beach’  in  front  of  the  pink  bird  
backdrop  was  a  fascinating  array  of  game:  buffaloes,  zebra,  warthogs,  and  a  
variety of antelope.  In the bush some fairly wild elephants, which kept us from  
entering our campsite one evening. 



Birdlife  in  the  area,  apart  from  the  Flamingoes,  was  also  impressive  with  an  
estimated 380 species there. However, we missed out on seeing the famous Lake  
Manyara tree-climbing lions. As our campsite was in the south of the Park beyond  
a wide river bed crossing, we elected, with heavy rain threatening, to leave a night  
early while the river was dry. We spent that night at the ‘bandas’-nice rondawels at  
the same price as the camping fee. As it turned out it was a wise move because  
the  next day the area was flooded!

Next Chapter: Our main objective, the Ngorongoro Crater and Serengeti National  
Park.

Thanks John 

  

BANK CORMORANT   –   Phalacrocorax neglectus  

This is the second-largest Cormorant in Southern Africa, after the White-chested,  
and  is  endemic to  the coasts  of  Namibia  and south-western  South Africa.  Its  
distribution mirrors the distribution of the kelp beds along the coastline, which it  
uses  as  its  hunting  grounds,  fishing  for  its  prey;  items  of  small  fish  and  
crustaceans at the base of these marine forests.
It is easily distinguished from other cormorants by its large, stocky build, uniform  
browny-black colour,  absence of  gular  patch,  small  erectile  crest  and,  only  in  
breeding, white phylo-plume feathers on the rump.

THREATENED SPECIES of the Overberg:
In this the 6th article by Mike Ford, the 
BANK CORMORANT is highlighted. 



Bank Cormorant

The total breeding population is estimated at about 2,500 pairs, and this number  
is unfortunately declining at a steady rate of about 4,3% per year, mainly due to  
loss of habitat at its offshore island breeding colonies. Numbers are down by 53%  
from the 7,500 pairs counted in the 1980 census. 

These losses are mainly due to the explosion of Cape Fur Seal numbers since the  
ban  on  seal  culling  was  introduced  in  the  1990’s,  which  has  forced  the  
cormorants off their traditional nesting rocks. In addition, predation by pelicans,  
gulls and rats has severely impacted on breeding success.  Lastly,  4 of the 45  
extant breeding sites have been lost due to intrusion by human enterprises.

Measures have been introduced recently to try to protect the species, mainly in  
the form of giving 11 of the islands nature reserve status and banning guano  
collection from all but 2 of the breeding colonies. However, this could be a case of  
“too little – too late” to reverse the slide of yet another endemic species towards  
extinction. Let’s hope not.

Many thanks Mike

 DIARY NOTE 
The following Club activities are in the pipeline from now until the end of August: 

• Thur 5th July:  Walk at Onrus & Vermont salt pan.  Meet at Milkwood 08:00
• Wed 18th July:   Birding quiz presented by Mike Ford.   Sherry & soup to  

follow.  Fernkloof hall 19:00



• Sun 22nd July:  Mini Mini Birding Big day – 08:00 to 14:00.  Braai at Fernkloof  
starting at 14:30 

• Thurs 2nd Aug: Walk at Platbos. Bring snack & meet at Fernkloof 08:30
• Wed  15th Aug:  Evening  talk  by  Mike  Graham  ‘Zambia  &  the  Shoebill.  

Fernkloof hall 19:00
• Thur 23rd Aug:  Strandfontein day outing – details to follow

IS THIS A 
‘BLOG’ OR JUST 
A  BL***** NEST !

HBC Committee

Barbara Palmer  (Chairperson) 028-314-1167
Keith Brooke-Sumner  (Treasurer) 028-313-1633
Lee Burman (Environment) 028-312-3011

  Craig Holmes (Outings)    028-313-2458
  Cherry Mills (Catering & PR)    028-316-4333
  Jamie Hart (Projects)    028-314-1593

Hugh Frangs  (Secretary & Oystercatcher) 028-316-2007

Address:  Hermanus Bird Club, 69 Berg en See 
Pvt Bag X06, Hermanus, 7200


