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Overberg countryside on a winter morning’s outing along the farm roads  
                    
 

Hi all members - whilst reading through the various articles in this issue, I was 
reminded how special an area the Overberg is with its ever-changing landscape. 

With Spring upon us this week, I trust you will all enjoy the great outdoors and the 
bird life which can be enjoyed along the many routes surrounding our town.  

Margie Ogston (editor) 
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The year commenced with a challenge to identify as many birds as possible within the 
boundaries roughly demarcated by the Berg and Breede Rivers and the sea. The 
challenge was called Berg to Breede (B2B) and 16 members participated.  To add more 
interest, species were allocated points with elusive species counting up to 9 points and 
the more common species 1 point each. Totals were diligently kept by Graham on a very 
user-friendly spreadsheet designed by Carl. Monthly results were sent to participants 
and noting what species other challengers managed to identify kept us all motivated to 
get out and do more birding.   
 

Some participants stayed close to home, concentrating on the birds in and around 
Hermanus, while others travelled far and wide in an effort to meet their personal 
challenges.  Two hundred and eighty-two of a possible 352 species were identified by 
the group, with Ronnie Hazell ticking 234 species totalling 593 points.  The other top 
birders were Peter Dagg, Sheelagh Bowman, John Bowman and Mike Ford.  A round of 
applause, please!  
 

We are planning to have another challenge during 2014 and would welcome ideas for a 
format. 
 

July was action packed, starting off with Mike Ford presenting 'The Life of Birds' course 
and our annual Mini-Mini-Birding-Big-Day aimed at beginner birders and newcomers to 
Hermanus. Twenty-nine new members joined the club during the first half of 2013 and 
it was very disappointing that only two of them made use of the opportunity to learn 
more about the birds of the Overberg.   
 

Our annual Quiz evening on the other hand was well attended and very entertaining with 
Ronnie Hazell acting as Quiz master for the first time. 
 

Our August morning outing to Restonwold in the Elgin area was enjoyed by 18 
members. The owner, Jessie Walton, has offered that any HBC member may visit the 
hide at the farm dam, as long as a courtesy sms is sent informing her when you will be 
visiting. You can contact me for her cellphone number. 

Chat from the Chair 
By Barbara Palmer 



 
Chat from the Chair continued/2 
 
Our 3-night outing to Botterkloof in August was a jolly affair as always and Mike & 
Helen Mac Naught's evening meeting presentation was most entertaining. 
 

The rest of the year will see us visiting Bontebok National Park, Die Hel & Wilderness, 
plus another possible outing. On morning walks we will visit Beaumont and 
Gabriëlskloof wine farms as well as the promised Hawston View Road drive-out.   
 
Presentations on Dyer Island, Spitsbergen, Scilly Isles, parts of Africa & France's Bonelli 
Eagles will entertain us at our evening meetings.  Diarise Thursday 5 December for our 
End of Year Party. 
 

Our club will have a stall in the marquee at the Fernkloof Flower Festival from 26 to 29 
September. The theme of the flower show is Wetlands and we will more or less stick to 
that, so if you have any decor material, photos or posters that might be suitable, we 
would appreciate it if we could borrow it. Please visit us at our stall! 
 

Two more shows before the end of the year are the Stanford Bird Fair from 3 - 6 
October and Cape Bird Club's Save our Seabirds Festival (SOS) from 7 - 13 October. For 
more info, visit their websites. http://www.stanfordbirdclub.co.za and 
http://www.sosfestival.co.za/festival 
 

The cargo ship, Kiani Satu, which ran aground at Goukamma last week caused many sea 
birds, especially penguins, to become polluted by the oil spillage and the committee 
decided to donate R750 to an NGO called Seabird and Penguin Rehab Centre (SAPREC) at 
Mossel Bay. With only one permanent staff member, they rely on volunteers to help in a 
crisis like this one and we hope that our donation will help them clean and feed a 
number of penguins. 
 
Spring is around the corner so get ready for some good birding! 

 
 
 
 
 

BINOCULARS ARE NEEDED FOR OUR ECO SCHOOLS – PLEASE LET US KNOW 
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO DONATE ANY UNITS NOT BEING USED – THANK YOU! 

http://www.sosfestival.co.za/festival�


 
 

Endemics of the Overberg # 6  
Bank Cormorant – Phalacrocorax neglectus 
 

The Bank Cormorant is the second-largest cormorant in Southern Africa after the 
White-breasted Cormorant, and is endemic to the coasts of Namibia and south-
western South Africa. Its distribution mirrors the distribution of the kelp beds along 
the coastline, which it uses as its hunting grounds, fishing for its prey of small fish and 
crustaceans at the base of these marine forests. 
 

It is easily distinguished from other cormorants by its large, stocky build, uniform 
browny-black colour, absence of gular patch, small erectile crest and, only in 
breeding, white phylo-plume feathers on the rump.  
 

The total breeding population is estimated at about 2 500 pairs, and this number is 
unfortunately declining at a steady rate of about 4.3% per year, mainly due to loss of 
habitat at its offshore island breeding colonies.  
 
Numbers are down by 53% from the 7 500 pairs counted in the 1980 census.  
 

These losses are mainly due to the explosion of Cape Fur Seal numbers since the ban 
on seal culling was introduced in the 1990’s, which has forced Bank Cormorants off 
their traditional nesting rocks. 
 

In addition, predation by pelicans, gulls 
and rats has severely impacted on 
breeding success. Lastly, 4 of the 45 
extant breeding sites have been lost due 
to intrusion by human enterprises.  
 
Measures have been introduced recently 
to try to protect the species, mainly in the 
form of giving 11 of the islands nature 
reserve status and banning guano 
collection from all but 2 of the breeding 
colonies. 

 
However, this could be a case of “too little – too late” to reverse the slide of yet another 
endemic species towards extinction. Let’s hope not. 
Mike Ford 



 
Field outing - 4th of July 
 

Thursday, 4 July, saw a group of birding enthusiasts (or madmen) braving a 
bitterly cold and windy morning to take a leisurely drive along the by-ways of 
the Overberg. We set off in 5 cars, later being joined by a sixth, and it was 
great to see a number of new and prospective members showing such 
keenness.   
 

Despite the poor weather conditions we set off in convoy towards 
Fisherhaven and the Karwyderskraal Road, spotting a couple of Denham's 
Bustards in flight along the way plus a Black-shouldered Kite perched on a 
power-line in the distance.  We stopped at the old iron bridge and braved the 
weather to check out the flooded fields with only a couple of Red-billed Teal 
and Three-banded Plover identified.  Returning to our cars we were rewarded 
with a good sighting of a juvenile African Fish-Eagle and a few more 
Denham's Bustards.  

 

The Swartriver Road was less 
productive than usual but we did 
spot a few of the common 
specials of the area such as Pied 
Starling, White-throated Canary, 
African Stonechat and Capped 
Wheatear.   
 

                       Juvenile Fish-Eagle 
 
As only the larger bird species were likely to be out braving the weather, we 
decided to cancel our planned route towards Villiersdorp and the Hawston 
View Road and return slowly to Hermanus.  Species such as Karoo Scrub-
Robins and Cape Buntings, would have been well bunkered down. 
 

Amazingly, as the sun came out for a few minutes and the wind abated, a 
Secretary Bird was spotted along the road!  Sadly this species is seen less and 
less often on this route.  
 

We did, however, manage a total of 37 species which was good considering 
the weather. I sincerely hope that the 14 brave stalwarts who came on the 
trip, enjoyed the experience.  Birding is not for sissies! 
Lee Burman  



 Field outing – 1st August- Jessie Walton/Restonwold 
 
After a few days of bad weather we were delighted when the morning of 1st  
August looked promising for our outing to Restonwold farm near Elgin.  
 

Eighteen members met at the Onrus Trading Post to consolidate transport 
and travelled over the Highlands road, stopping along the way to identify 
buzzards and marvel at a large flock of Alpine Swifts wheeling and 
screeching above us.  

 
At Restonwold our first stop was at the 
dam with two hides. Although one was 
inaccessible due to the good rain we've 
had, the viewing was excellent with 
close sightings of a Purple Heron and 
a pair of Black Crakes.  
 
 

The resident Reed & White-breasted Cormorants, Darters, Moorhen & Little 
Grebes were in residence with Lesser Swamp-warblers calling in the reeds.  
From here we went to the nursery and guest house area where we were 
received by Mrs Walton's staff.  
 

  
After enjoying our morning tea, a stroll 
around the gardens turned up Dusky 
Flycatcher, Cape Canary, Southern 
Boubou, Cape White-eyes and Southern 
Double-collared Sunbirds.  
         
 

Our editor was thrilled when shown a stunning photo of a pair of  
Verreaux's Eagles taken by one of the members and jealous that she'd 
missed the sighting. Alas she had been foxed as he (DW) had taken a photo 
of one of Jessie Walton's photos on display in the guesthouse!  
Ed comment – I will be watching for that pic at the year-end photo competition, Mr W! 
 

Our morning's species totalled 54 with the last species for the list being a 
flock of Pelicans doing a fly-past seen by the last members to depart. 
 

Another glorious day with the usual bonhomie that is the trade mark of any 
Hermanus Bird Club get-together. Barbara Palmer – photos courtesy Ed - MJO 



Field outing : 18th – 21st August – Botterkloof 
 

PASSION AND COMPASSION 
 

Birding away-trips are great occasions. Not only for satisfying a passion for 
spotting and identifying many birds, some ‘Lifers’, but for meeting new 
people, making new friends and working together as a team. 
 

26 HBC members arrived at Botterkloof, a well-established working farm 
recently turned into a conference and wedding venue, and set close to the 
busy main road leading from Riversdale to Stilbaai.  
 

Tall gum trees and reeds on the three 
lakes attract never-ending songs 
from different bird species 
throughout the day. The resident 
Peacocks are quite nosey and the 
bounding Boerboels await any 
welcome leftovers after the 
customary sumptuous evening meals.  
 

The goats and fowls add to the charm of the farm, and the accommodation, 
with the additional comfort of heaters in each chalet, was most pleasant.  
 

With the group suitably clad, our first walk led us towards the mighty gum 
trees in which Black-headed Herons were spotted building their nest. At 
night the Herons and Spoonbills use these trees in which to roost.  
 

On Monday morning the 26 members set off on the road past Rein’s private 
game reserve. This area was full of magnificent orange/red pincushions  
which encouraged us to look for Orange-breasted Sunbirds − alas only Cape 
Sugarbirds were viewed.  

Wanting to experience habitat other than the 
fynbos, and hoping to see the Pale-chanting 
Goshawk, we travelled towards Herbertsdale, 
Buisplaas and Cooper, and were treated to 
sightings of Eland, Elephant, Rhino and 
Mountain Zebra, along the fence of a private 
game farm. No Pale-chanting Goshawks were 
seen, but we did spot a hilarious dancing 
Ostrich herding his flock of sheep!  

 



 Botterkloof continued/2 
 

A picnic lunch was taken along and we aimed for Voëlvlei, a spot well known 
for waders.   
 
We had exciting sightings of our first Water Thick-knees on a bridge along 
the way.  We picnicked on one of the farmlands and were delighted to hear – 
and see – four Fish Eagles flying high above us.  One flew onto the river to 
catch prey (thought to have been a small duck), lost it and then appeared to 
grab it a second time.   
  

Next day Barbara, who “led” the trip, suggested we go into Stilbaai to an area 
where eels are fed. These are not the usual snake-like round eels, but are 
flat and blue-grey shiny creatures. The attendant coaxed them from their 
underground lairs which enabled us to photograph one as it emerged.   
 

With weather glorious and birds prolific, our walk along the paths near the 
river included sightings of Bar-throated Apalis, Greater Double-coloured 
Sunbird, Southern Boubou, and Red Bishops.  At the river, a Common 
Greenshank was identified, together with Pied Avocet, White-breasted  
Cormorants, White-fronted Plover and Common Whimbrels. 
 

After our walk and refreshments, and a little HBC compassion given to a lady 
in distress along the path, we bundled into the cars and aimed for the 
settling ponds and hide.  We were amazed to find 10 Water Thick-knees 
sunning themselves on a ridge with gulls.  A nearby bush displayed a Black-
crowned Night-Heron which caused great excitement and suddenly 
cormorants and White-faced Ducks seemed insignificant. The bird hide gave 
us similar sightings and at the sea’s edge Swift Terns were noted.  
 
A well-planned, well led and well fed birding experience! 
 
Thanks to Craig for the organisation, to Barbara for leading us and to the full 
complement of caterers who excelled themselves as always. Thanks also to 
the men whose cooking skills were tested whilst needing to bend deep into 
the indoor pizza-oven type braai to see ‘what was cooking’. 
Anne Philip  
Photos coutesy Dave Watson and Graham Palmer 



The Life of Birds – A course by Mike Ford 
 

Hermanus is blessed with experts in many fields and Mike Ford is a prime 
example, an ornithologist of note specializing in the ringing of birds. 
 
Held over two mornings Mike’s course was entertaining and enlightening, 
and was delivered in a concise fashion with his normal hints of humour. 
“The Life of Birds” course covered: 
Evolution, Anatomy, Plumage and Flight, Senses and Intelligence, Diet, Social 
Life and Communication, Birth and Death and finally Migration 
 

The evolution question of how a handful of miniature dinosaurs evolved into 
our 9500 (approximate world-wide species count) feathered friends today 
lies in speciation. Birds showed how versatile they are, evolving over these 
vast periods of time and always adapting to their environment 
 

This process of speciation took over 150 million years, and one eminent 
scientist has proposed that speciation is in a reversed state, and that at the 
end of this century only the most adaptable, aggressive omnivorous birds 
will survive, such as crows, scavenger-raptors, starlings and sparrows.  
 

We looked at how man often 
negatively affects the bird 
population during the destruction of 
its habitat. Possibly the worst 
example of which was the American 
Passenger Pigeon which in 1860 
numbered over 4 billion but by 1914 
(54 years later) was extinct. 
 

Eager participants digest the extra bits on offer   
We covered details of birds’ plumage and anatomy, learning that their hollow 
bones were designed to achieve lightness for flight. Most interesting was the 
moulting process which takes place at the end of every breeding season. 
Many sea-birds and raptors have to maintain their good flight condition to 
be able to hunt efficiently, and fully moult one feather at a time throughout 
the year! 
 

We noted the effortless gliding patterns of the albatrosses, eagles and 
vultures compared to the frenetic wing beats of other species. Hovering – the 
art of maintaining position whilst in flight – has been perfected by birds such 
as hummingbirds. 



The Life of Birds – continued/2 
 

 Birds’ senses, intelligence (the “bird brains” became extinct thousands of 
years ago!) and diet were discussed in detail, with diet proving extremely 
interesting due to their 4-stage digestive system. 
 

Birds which have become specialist feeders and are unable to adapt to 
alternative foods, are always at risk due to shortages of specialist foods. The 
most successful species are the omnivores which eat anything to survive. 
Birds are continuous eaters not knowing when their next meal will be 
available.  
 

We covered their social life and communication and the benefits and 
negatives of living in flocks, pairs or a single existence. Communication of 
birds is usually in the form of visual or audible signals. 
 

The songs, calls or alarms are more commonly heard by both birds and  
humans, but the visual signals will usually be more evident between birds as 
they are in the form of panic flight or display.  
 

Mike showed many great visuals of birds in their display plumage which is 
quite different to their normal colours, for example Denham’s Bustards. 

 

 
                    From these casual feathers to…………..this magnificent finery – wow!! 
 
Birth and death of birds was discussed: only 50% of infants survive, and the 
survivors have yet to face predation, disease, collision, adverse weather 
conditions and MAN. 
 

We touched on migration routes and navigation and found it most interesting 
that of the 300 billion birds on earth only 20% are migratory. The mortality 
rate on migration ranges between 20% and 60% annually.  
 

The course unfolded into a wonderful example of nature at its very best. 
Dave Watson / Pictures courtesy Ed MJO and the net    



Mini-Mini-Birding-Big-Day – 14th July 
 

The weather gods were kind to the 24 keen HBC team members who braved the 
adverse cold and windy conditions to enjoy 6 hours of limited but successful 
birding.  
 

With 08:00 being the official start time, the 6 teams left from their various 
locations and moved independently within the 25 kilometre radius in which we 
could identify as many species as possible. 
 

Our team (the Ospreys) chose the Vermont coastline to commence from and the 
bitterly cold coastal wind tested our resolve. We had excellent viewing of a pair 
of Crested Cormorants and a Little Egret but no Oystercatchers were spotted.  
 

The Vermont Salt Pan provided good birding from both ends, and we had 
sightings of Lesser and Greater Flamingos, Moorhen, Three-banded and 
Kittlitz’s Plovers, White-breasted Cormorant and the ubiquitous Red-knobbed 
Coots. 
 

In Onrus the Water Thick-knees, White-fronted Plovers, Yellow-billed Ducks, 
Cape Cormorants, Common Whimbrels and Little Grebes were ever present, and 
at Fernkloof, the special trio of Cape Sugarbirds, Orange-breasted Sunbirds and 
Verreaux’s Eagles, did not disappoint us and were viewed in awe. 

                                                                         
One of the other teams was lucky 
enough to spot 9  
African Olive-Pigeons on their 
travels, which was their ‘amazing’ 
sighting of the day. 
 
With the Kleinrivier Estuary bulging at 
its sides and the strong wind 
howling, no birdlife was seen on the 
water by our team. 

    African Olive-Pigeon - picture courtesy Mike Bryan 
 
Stanford proved disappointing with only 3 fishermen spotted on the dam. A 
brisk walk along the riverfront and amongst the houses provided us with 
sightings of Common Waxbills, African Hoopoe, African Black Ducks and 
Bar-throated Apalis. A welcome cuppa was enjoyed here. 



 
Mini-Mini-Birding-Big-Day continued/2 
 
The Hawston Ponds, Karwyderskraal and Swartriver Roads are necessary 
additions to the coastal drives and usually give birders great pleasure – today 
was no exception.  
 

         
                     Cape Teal                                                Red-billed Teal 
 
Cape and Red-billed Teals and the Purple Swamphen at Hawston Ponds; then 
Capped Wheatears, Red-capped Larks, Cape Canaries, Jackal Buzzards, a Rock 
Kestrel, and Stonechats were amongst the species viewed along these roads. 
And finally: the incredible last minute spotting and chasing after an Osprey! 
 
 

A tired but happy bunch of HBC 
birders joined up at Fernkloof for 
our braai and each team reported 
back on their findings. 
 

A total of 127 species were 
collectively identified by the group.  
 

 
A fantastic club effort in this weather! 
What a pity only 2 new members were 
able to join in and be assisted by a group 
of highly experienced birders who had 
offered their services as specialised 
leaders for the day – a great opportunity 
missed, folks! 
Margie Ogston (MJO Ed) 



 

Annual Quiz evening – 17th July 
 
The annual quiz evening was held on our mid-month get-together night and as 
always was a fun and fulfilling event! 
 

Ronnie Hazell was the quiz master, his first showing, and he presented the 40 
members who attended with a challenging and fair set of questions. 
 

Not all seven sections covered were for novice birders, but there was a question 
in every set over which we could mull, learn from and have fun with. 
 

Ronnie’s sense of competitiveness drove all the serious birders to dig deep into 
their memory banks to drive out the various bird calls and names of avian body 
parts, and his sense of humour was ever present which enabled us to enjoy 
good giggles from answers received! 
 
 

 
 
One question which we should all 
have remembered (but did not) was: 
 
“What was Long John Silver’s parrot’s 
name? And the answer is 
 
…………………………………………. 
 

 
 

Barbara and Graham Palmer together with Irene and John Saunders were our 
overall winners with 71 points, followed by Sheelagh and John Bowman who had 
paired up with Cynthia and Gavin Turner. Third place went to Lee Burman, 
Cherry Mills, Jamie Hart and Judy Christie – well done to you all. 
 
The committee members had ‘cooked up a storm’ and presented the 
participants with their creative variety of delicious soups and bread - these were 
enjoyed with sherry or fruit juice. 
 
Well done to all who joined in and contributed in any way, and a big thanks to 
Ronnie for his fine efforts at stretching our birding knowledge! MJO - ed 
 



A Spring Odyssey – Mike & Helen Mac Naught – 21st August 
 
As a result of Mike Ford having to leave at very short notice to continue bird 
ringing in Turkey, and therefore not able to talk at the monthly club evening, 
Team Mac Naught, Mike and Helen, jumped in to fill the presentation gap.  
 

Keen to share the experiences of their trip up the West Coast to the 
Kgalagadi and returning via the Karoo National Park, we were in for a treat. 
 

This amazing leisurely trip of 5088kms in their Nissan and caravan allowed 
Helen and Mike to stay at each location for extended periods thus 
maximising the bird-spotting experiences available. 
 

Their excellent account of the adventure certainly gave us all a taste of 
where, up the West Coast, we can explore: Places like Yzerfontein, Lamberts 
Bay and Springbok, to name but a few. From Springbok they ventured into 
old mining villages, not well known, such as Okiep and Nababeep.  
 

En route through this tough and unforgiving land towards Pofadder, they 
visited Pella – a French missionary station which has its own little Cathedral 
and is a very fascinating village. Wonderful dates have been grown there for 
many years and the Sisters maintain the village beautifully. On to Augrabies 
which was a little disappointing due to the low level of water. 
 

The final northward trek was then up to the Kgalagadi. We were shown 
photographs of the fattest and happiest lions we’ve ever seen. Thanks to the 
eland moving in from Botswana, looking for food and not being too lion- 
savvy, they were literally ‘meals on feet’ to the local lion population (and all 
the hangers-on)!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

 
Once it was time to set the compass 
southwards, they drove down to 
Upington for a few days of camping 
along the river bank, before the long 
trip to the Karoo National Park. 
 

 
 
 

Up close and personal  with Helen – the 60 cm stare  
            through an open window!                  



A Spring Odyssey continued/2 
 
Memories they had aplenty and these were substantiated by a wonderful 
collection of photographs, from the bloated and happy lions, to the 
wonderful landscapes and the great camp sites.  
 

                          
              Pygmy Falcon                                      Kori Bustard 

 
We were treated to the photographic evidence of some of the 191 bird 
species they saw – and even the evidence of the Mac Naughts under bride’s 
veils to avoid the insect attacks! A great photographic evening shared with 
passion by Helen and Mike. 
 

The birds, the game and the scenery made this a must-do for all of us in the 
not too distant future.  
Craig Holmes 



ALL THE ACRONYMS 
 

July is counting month for CWAC and CAR, both projects of the ADU at UCT.  
If that is not enough, they encourage all birders to continue sending in their 
lists for SABAP2, not to mention BIRP. The only one not reduced to 
gobbledegook is MyBirdPatch, but I suppose it won't be long before they 
reduce that to MBP! 
 

Be that as it may, a few of us undertook the twice yearly Co-ordinated 
Waterbird Count (CWAC) on the Kleinrivier Estuary on Wednesday, 24 July.  
We didn't expect too much with water levels high. Many of the ducks and 
waders have departed for better feeding grounds, leaving an intrepid bunch 
of Greater Flamingoes in the distance at Winter Bay and the odd Little Grebe.  
  

But what we did find, in abundance, was Red-knobbed Coots – in total 3 520 
of them, give or take a few! 
 

For the statisticians, even a zero count is as interesting as a feast, so we felt 
we had spent a productive and very pleasant morning, having chosen the 
only gap in the weather in an otherwise unpleasant week. 
               
Next it was the turn of the Co-ordinated Avifaunal Roadcount (CAR), which 
took place on Saturday, 27 July.   
 

The weather the previous day had been atrocious, and we feared the worst 
but were fortunate in that the wind abated, the sun came out, and even 
though it was pretty cold, the birding, on our route, was very good indeed! 
 

CAR started out counting Crane species but over the years has been 
expanded to include many other large birds such as Bustards, Spur-winged 
Geese, Storks and Black-headed Herons.  Recent additions have been certain 
raptors - Black Harriers, Black-shouldered Kites, Steppe and Jackal Buzzards.  
We now even count Crows!   
 

The apparent increase in the numbers of Pied Crows is causing concern and a 
lot of head-scratching is going on about what, if anything, should be done 
about it.  Obtaining accurate statistics is the first step in “dealing” with the 
problem. 
 

Our Blue Crane count was lower than usual, with a single flock of 44 birds at 
Gabriëlskloof at the very start of our route and only a few odd ones further 
along. 



ALL THE ACRONYMS continued/2 
 
Our route took us along the Swartrivier Road, Karwyderskraal and then up 
the Hemel en Aarde Valley to Caledon via Shaw's Pass, which is open again, 
and we were surprised to find absolutely no blue Cranes on the Caledon side.  
We could only think they had headed for the more sheltered valleys, which 
was borne out when we saw many as we headed home along the 
Waboomskloof Road. This route is being counted by another team. 
 

But the dearth of Cranes was made up for by other birds. A record for this 
route of 13 Denham's Bustards, 3 Black Harriers, a Marsh Harrier,  
2 Black-shouldered Kites and numerous other species which were not on our 
counting schedule, including a first sighting for the season of Alpine Swifts. 
                  
 

                     
        Black-shouldered Kite                                       Burchell’s Coucal   
 

The Swartrivier Road area seems to be coming back to life after the worst of 
the winter. I returned to the area the following day to do a list for SABAP2 
(South African Bird Atlas Project No 2) and amongst the 56 species recorded 
in just over 2 hours, was delighted to find a Burchell's Coucal, two Brown-
hooded Kingfishers (both firsts for me on this route and the latter never 
before recorded here), plus a Hamerkop which obligingly settled on the road 
ahead of me.  
 

And in case you were wondering, BIRP stands for Birds in Reserves and 
Protected Areas and the whole 'citizen science' thing is co-ordinated by the 
Animal Demography Unit of the University of Cape Town.  
 
Lee Burman  



A  ZIMBABWE ADVENTURE – Part 1 
 
During June 2013 the Bowmans (John and Sheelagh) and the Turners (Gavin and Cynthia) 
set off on another Southern African birding safari. This time a month-long trip to 
Zimbabwe, covering some 8500kms. We travelled roughly clockwise around the country, 
visiting 8 National Parks, and 1 private Park. A real adventure it proved to be! As we’ll be 
doing a presentation on the adventure next year, our Chair and Editor have asked me to 
write more about the travelling experience, to assist those members maybe planning a 
similar trip, rather than the birding as such. So this piece is a summary of our trip, with 
the emphasis on the former-with some remarks on each of the Parks - this in Part 2 
 

Driving into and around Zimbabwe. To avoid the Beit Bridge border crossing, we chose to 
go via Botswana (Ramatlabama border post), spending a night at ‘Woodlands Stop Over’ in 
Francistown, and then entering Zimbabwe at the Plumtree border post.  Crossing into 
Botswana, and again into Zimbabwe went very smoothly, each crossing taking about an 
hour, in total. Friendly faces at the counter in each instance. For all info you require on the 
paperwork required for each country, as well as special equipment necessary, the 
Automobile Association’s website is very helpful (www.aa.co.za and go to the ‘Travel’ and 
‘Cross border ‘ sections). At the end of the trip, we exited Zimbabwe at Beit Bridge, and 
this also took only an hour. I think luck plays a big part as to how busy the border is, but 
some planning on timing helps. 
 

Roads. The trunk roads in Zimbabwe are generally very good. Secondary roads vary from 
being reasonable, to pretty rough and corrugated, especially in the less visited areas. The 
roads in the National Parks are generally pretty poor. I have elaborated below. 
 

          
       Chizarira                      Matusadona 
 

Tolls and Police Road Blocks. We went through about 8 tolls, where all that is required is a 
US $1 toll and the officials were usually friendly. On the other hand, we went through 
about 50 Police Road Blocks.  
Occasionally we were greeted with a smile and waved through. More often, the police were 
not very friendly, and demanded to see our driver’s licence, and/or Temporary Import 
Permit (TIP) for our vehicles, or passports.  

http://www.aa.co.za/�
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At times they requested inspection of our equipment, such as fire extinguishers and 
warning triangles, or check lights etc. and on one occasion a very determined fellow kept 
at my vehicle until he found a problem-a licence plate light ‘not working’ (it was actually 
coated in dust) and I was fined $10!  These road blocks are definitely the one low point in 
driving through Zimbabwe, and not calculated to encourage foreign visitors. Maybe 
conditions were worse than usual in the run up to the General Election. 
 

Fuel. We were able to buy diesel everywhere (at prices comparable to SA) except at Binga, 
on Lake Kariba. But I think supplies can be a little erratic, so carrying a couple of jerry 
cans, as we did, is advisable. 
 

Shopping. A few places accept Visa cards, but not Master cards, so we tended to use US 
$s. Although we took basics from home, we had to buy fresh produce. The shopping 
experience varied considerably. In Bulawayo we shopped at the Bradfields shopping centre 
where there was a good Fruit and Veg, and a great butchery. As much variety was available 
as in Hermanus, and prices comparable. Great beef!  
 

In Harare we shopped at the Spar in Borrowdale, also good variety, but more expensive 
than here. We also shopped at the OK food shops, or TM supermarkets in Karoi, Mutare, 
and Chiredzi. Less variety on offer, but usually enough for our requirements, and prices 
fine. Beer plentiful everywhere, and in most places enough wine to find what we wanted, 
at somewhat higher prices. 

 

To conclude. Altogether this was a great trip. Game 
viewing would have been better later in winter/spring, 
but we are birders! A bird list of around 224 was most 
rewarding, especially as it was winter. This included 21 
Southern African ‘lifers’ for the Bowmans. I managed to 
atlas three pentads for SABAP2-two of which hadn’t 
previously been atlassed. More about the Parks visited 
in the next edition. 

    Black-fronted Bush Shrike 
 

Bad roads, and variable facilities are all part of the travel experience, and we took them in 
our stride. But the road blocks were a definite irritation! 
For more information please feel free to contact me.   John Bowman August 2013  
  

Part 2 in the next Oystercatcher covers all the Parks visited 
               



                DIARY NOTES 
 

   Event and field outing reminders for September and October 2013 
  

  

                                   SEPTEMBER 
 

 Thurs: 5th September   Morning outing - to                Meet at OTP 08:00 
                                    Beaumont Farm, Botriver          Bring morning picnic                                                                               
                                    Wine tasting after walk            & insect repellent 
 

Wed: 18th September            Alouise Lynch 
                              “Birds on the Edge of Extinction”   Fernkloof Hall 19:00 
                                               
16-18th September      Away trip – Bontebok Park        Fully booked 
  
26th-29th September    HBC stall at Fernkloof Flower Show  
                                                            
                                 OCTOBER  
 

Thurs: 3rd October      Morning outing to Gabriëlskloof    Meet at OTP 08:00 
                                         and Anysbos  
 

Wed:   16th October   Gavin Turner                                 Fernkloof Hall 19:00    
                                             “Spitzbergen and its Wildlife” 
   
28th Oct -1st Nov      Away trip – Die Hel/Ebb & Flow      Fully booked  
 
 

                   COMMITTEE MEMBERS & PORTFOLIOS 
 
Barbara Palmer               Chairperson                                           028 314 1167 
Dave Watson                  Treasurer & Membership Secretary         028 313 0740 
Lee Burman                    Secretary, Environment, Teas                 028 312 3011 
Craig Holmes                 Outings                                                 028 313 2458 
Cherry Mills                   Catering, Sales & PR                               028 316 4333 
Jamie Hart                     Projects                                                 028 314 1593 
Margie Ogston              Newsletter & Teas                                  028 313 0407 
Hermanus Bird Club, P O Box 208, Hermanus 7200. 
http://hermanusbirdclub.wordpress.com/       

 
 Remember our unique DVD and Booklet as a gift for visitors 

                    Contact any committee member to order either of the below items: 
  Birding in the Walker Bay area – DVD – R50.00/The Birds of Walker Bay - booklet – R25.00               


