
Dear Birders,

This year, the winter in the Overberg has been no joke and I cannot remember a  
colder July & August since having arrived from the Reef more than six years ago. 

Albeit that we have been blessed with  
good winter rains, it has been pretty  
tough. Can you imagine how the poor  
birds must have struggled?  However,  
on a warmer note, here is a shot of  
the HBC committee taken at a recent  
meeting and as you can see, everyone  
looks  quite  happy  so  the  meeting  
went well. Craig set up the camera to  
fit us all in and to make sure that no  
one was left out!

2012 HBC Committee (Back row:  Lee, Jamie,  
Cherry,  Keith,  Hugh    Front  row:  Craig,  
Barbara)

   

We've had wonderful rains, spring is in the air, the migrants are slowly starting to  
return and we look forward to some excellent summer birding.  
A  warm HBC welcome to  new members  Kees  & Petra  Hoeben,  Richard  &  Sue  
Franck and David & Gilly Shreeve.  We hope you will find our activities interesting  
and  stimulating.   Members,  please  remember  that  the  committee  is  always  
thinking of and looking for new ideas, activities, speakers and venues and your  
input is invaluable to us.
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The committee has once again been very busy behind the scenes.  With Jamie Hart  
as  the  driving  force  we  have  submitted  a  proposal  to  the  Municipality  and  
Fernkloof Advisory Board for the erection of a new hide to the West of the existing  
one.   There  are  various procedures  to  be followed and we do not  expect  an  
answer soon, but await their decision with bated breath.  
With all the outings for 2012 fully booked, Craig is already investigating new and  
exciting venues for next year.  Lee continues to represent us on all environmental  
matters and with the help of the MacNaughts conducted the annual Coordinated  
Avifaunal  Road  count.  (http://car.adu.org.za/).   Lee  is  also  the  most  active  
SABAP2 atlasser in the club and the Overberg!
Keith is doing an excellent job looking after our monies and Cherry is hard at  
work updating our photo album and getting exposure for the club, and birding in  
the Overberg, at the Info Bureau by way of an article in their newsletter as well as  
planning an Audio Visual DVD. 
Thanks  to  Hugh,  you  are  reading  this  interesting  newsletter  and  yours  truly  
recently participated in a talk on Whale Coast FM on how to attract birds to the  
garden.  I  am also in  the process of  adding stunning  bird images,  generously  
donated by many of our members as well  as staunch HBC supporter,  Gerhard  
Vosloo, to our Blog.
In my last  'Chat'  I  mentioned that  we received a donation of  books from the  
library of Geoffrey Upfill-Brown.  These books have been added to our existing  
collection  and  it  is  worth  your  while  to  have  a  look  at  them at  our  evening  
meetings.  You are welcome to borrow books for a month or more, as long as you  
enter your name into the 'black book' provided. 
Make a note to join us on Thursday 6th September for a walk at Vredehoek, the  
Brooke-Sumner's farm and don't miss the Turners’ presentation on 'Tanzania -  
the lesser known parks' on 26th September.  This is an important date to note as  
not only is the meeting on the 4th Wednesday of the month (and not the usual  
3rd) but it is also at 20:00 - our summer starting time.  The change of date is due  
to the annual Flower Show, which promises to be excellent, as usual. 
Happy Birding!  Barbara

SOME RECENT CLUB NEWS
ZAMBIA & THE SHOEBILL     by Mike Graham  

The winter weather gremlins did not succeed in keeping members away on this  
chilly evening and the 45-strong audience was treated to a really professional and  
interesting birding (and mammal) presentation. Mike Graham retired to Hermanus  



some six years ago and has since spent much of his time travelling through sub-
Saharan  Africa  sharpening  his  passion  for  birding  and  photography.  He  has  
amassed a total of 700 local species and 120 endemics North of our borders. This  
quest for endemic species took him into some of the wildest parts of Zambia and  
on this trip he recorded 236 species, 23 of them lifers. The journey took in the  
1,284,000 hectare Bangweulu Swamps, where he tracked down the rare, elusive  
and enormous Shoebill (2m tall, wingspan 2.5m and a diet of catfish). 

His enthusiasm, coupled with his innate photographic ability, treated us to many  
unique and beautiful birds including, amongst others Pel’s Fishing Owl, Lilian’s  
Love  birds,  Bronze  winged  Courser,  Blue  breasted  Bee-eater,  Coppery  tailed  
Coucal Rosy throated Longclaw & many more.  The swamps are home to many  
mammals  including  more  than  100,000  Lechwe,  an  antelope  endemic  to  the  
Bangweulu Swamp. 

Many thanks Mike

 PLATBOS MORNING WALK – by Cherry Mills

 Few braved a wintry day to visit the Platbos Forest Walk- in fact, only 8 members  
attended!  However, we were rewarded with an indulgence not experienced on  
most birding outings - QUIET!  Platbos remains as the southernmost indigenous  
forest  in  SA.   Although  only  17  species  were  spotted,  close-up views  of  the  
common  residents  -  the  Cape  Batis,  Southern  Boubou  and  Streaky-headed  
Seedeater were a bonus. They actually posed for us & were not at all camera-shy. 

     
An old birder & some younger birds       Petra & Carol

Barbara & I were totally convinced that a Black Sparrowhawk flashed across our  
path leaving us agaze & agape. Other members spotted the Martial Eagle en-route  



to Platbos and, before we left Fernkloof two extra treats - the African Olive Pigeon  
and Red-faced Mousebird. 
                 "LONG LIVE THE WEEDS & WILDERNESS YET"  ( with acknowledgements  
to Gerald Manley Hopkins ) AND THE BIRDS !
 
Thanks Cherry.  

OLIVE WOODPECKERS IN MY GARAGE – John Groenewald

Early one bright sunny October afternoon last year I heard a strange screeching  
call coming from my open garage.   The roof of the garage is higher than normal  
to accommodate a Kombi with a high roof-carrier. Upon investigating I found two  
olive woodpeckers sitting high up on one of the trusses. An immature bird was  
calling incessantly with an older one sitting facing it. Shortly after the parent flew  
off, only to return a few minutes later with an insect or grub, which it fed to the  
younger bird. This happened several times and in between I dashed to get my  
camera.

           
What is the matter this time ?        I’m STILL hungry !
I took a few shots but was never quick enough to catch the feeding process so I  
left it. A little later the young bird was still calling with no sign of the adult. By  
early afternoon it appeared to me that the immature bird did not know how to get  
out so I shooed it across the garage onto the tilting door whereupon I closed it.  
The  youngster  escaped and  flew into  a  tree  in  my neighbour’s  property.  The  
parent didn’t reappear and eventually the young bird also disappeared.
Although I have seen olive woodpeckers in and around our property in the past  
there has been no sign of these or any others since this incident.

Thanks John



SOME BIRD SHOTS – by Ed Lucas

During a chat with Ed a short while ago, I  mentioned that we enjoy members’  
contributions to the newsletter. The next day my inbox was full of interesting and  
really accomplished birding pics.  Here are a few of them……………..

          
White Eye ‘In beat’ 

  
‘Rocky’ ‘Arrived’

Many thanks Ed

STRANDFONTEIN – day visit

The day chosen for the visit happened to be one of those perfect Cape winter days  
with lovely sunshine and not a breath of wind.  Some of those present, who had  
made  numerous  visits  to  the  area  before,could  not  recall  a  windless  day  at  
Strandfontein. However, I could have done with a bit of breeze when we drove  
through the mud that had oozed from the treatment works !  



As it transpired, we had a really good  
morning’s birding which took in the  
water  treatment  dams,  part  of  
Seekoeivlei,  Rondevlei  and  Phillipi.  
75  species  were  recorded  but  alas,  
not one of us caught a glimpse of the  
hippo  which  had  escaped  from  the  
Rondevlei. Many thanks to Barbara for  
organising the visit which included 
access  to  the  visitor’s’  centre  
(currently being fitted out) and views  
from its roof.

Mike is  not in the clouds – the side of the  
building has been painted to look like a view  
of  Table Mountain

And so, on to the ultimate objective of our journey- the Ngorongoro Crater and  
Serengeti National Park and the Migration.  This was the subject of my recent  
presentation at the Club’s ‘Members’ Experiences’ evening. We had decided in  
advance that at that stage, after 6 weeks of doing all the planning, driving, setting  
up  camp,  cooking  etc.  ourselves,  we  would  spoil  ourselves  by  using  a  tour  
operator, Wild Frontiers, to take us for a week to the above. So after Lake Manyara  
we drove back to Arusha, where we left our vehicles, and joined our driver/guide  
George, and cook Sy, in their very comfortable Toyota Safari Vehicle. This proved  
to be an inspired decision, as both these gentlemen were excellent in their roles  
-while we had a bit of a rest. It was a camping safari, and so we pitched tents, but  
they did everything else.

FROM WHALES TO WILDEBEEST

Chapter 4 of our journey takes us to some of the more 
spectacular wildlife destinations in the world_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 



First it was two nights in Ngorongoro. We pitched tents in drizzly weather,  at  
‘Simba A Campsite’, on the rim of the crater. This was a bit of a shock to the  
system as we’d enjoyed 6 weeks of having campsites virtually to ourselves. Simba  
was packed out, many being young Americans on summer camp type trips. But  
the crater made up for it. What an experience! Within an area  of 305 square km,  
and with ‘walls’  600m high,  live about   25 000 typical  African game animals  
(everything except giraffes, as the acacia they prefer isn’t present),  a population  
which is fairly stable, although the animals can come and go. It boasts Africa’s  
highest density of predators, and an extensive bird list. We spent an afternoon  
and a day being driven around, and being saturated with the aforementioned.  
Animal  wise we saw our first  rhinos of  the trip (the crater  has a very closely  
monitored black rhino population of about 20) Lions, Cheetahs, and Hyenas at  
regular intervals, along with all the rest. 
Birding wise, another great area! Again, as we had seen in other Tanzanian Parks,  
a  nice  mixture  of  endemics,  and species  also found in the Northern parts  of  
Southern Africa-many of which we hadn’t seen before. The latter group included  
the striking Rosy-throated Longclaw, Northern and Isabelline Wheatears, as well  
as great views of more familiar birds like Black Bellied Korhaans (Bustards) and  
Kori Bustards in full breeding display. Meanwhile, we revelled in being spoilt by  
Sy’s cooking. He was excellent, and on a charcoal fired stove and tin box ‘oven’  
on top of it, he produced memorable meals, and packed lunches.
Next Serengeti. A National Park of just under 15 000 square kms, compared to  
Kruger  National  Park’s  20  000.  After  the  boneshaking  3  hour  drive  from  
Ngorongoro, we were pleased we were in Wild Frontier’s vehicle rather than ours!  
We had planned on staying in 2 different campsites there, but the migration was  
further  South than usual  for  November,  so we spent  all  5 nights  at  Nguchiro  
campsite in the South. A nice campsite, which we had to ourselves for the first 4  
nights. And the Migration! It was moving South slowly, quite close to Nguchiro,  
and for the first couple of days we drove among the animals, marvelling at what  
we saw. The Migration consisted of an estimated 1.7 million White-Bearded Gnus  
(Wildebeests),  and  a  couple  of  hundred  thousand  Zebras  and  Thompson’s  
Gazelles. With plenty of very well fed Lions, Spotted Hyenas, and Cheetahs on the  
fringes. Often we would see lions chilling out on top of rocky outcrops, resting  
after  a  meal,  or  looking  for  the  next  one.  So  again,  there  was  plenty  of  
‘interaction’ between the animals. We also saw our first Leopards of the trip. And  
many different Antelopes, including the special Topi.



         
Numerous Gnus    Spiky spotting
Although we are birders, with up to 5 million animals in Serengeti at the time of  
the Migration, this was our main focus while there. But, with a range of habitats,  
the birding was great also. Among the lifers we added to our list were: Greater  
Spotted Cuckoo, the very striking Purple Grenadier (waxbill), Fischer’s Lovebird,  
Ruppel’s Long-tailed Starling, and the sweet little Silverbill. Birds we puzzled over  
included the Speckled Mousebird-with the same scientific name as ours of that  
name, but with red feet and white cheeks- and the Rufous-tailed Weaver. This  
one looked for all the world like a Babbler, and had us scratching through our  
field guides, until we pinned it down. See attached photo. Also great views of  
birds  like  Lappet  Faced  Vultures  and  Verreaux’s  Eagle  Owls.  Under  George’s  
guidance we were able to explore the Eastern part of Serengeti very thoroughly,  
including a drive to the Northern Lobo area-passing an ever changing vista of  
vegetation on the way-there are 24 different acacias in Serengeti. On our last day  
we were delighted when George found a ‘tree climbing lion’-which we’d missed in  
Manyara- high up in an acacia.
Although the clouds built up every afternoon, we were spared rain, and enjoyed  
mild weather until our last night, when it really poured, and on our way back to  
Arusha next day we encountered more flooded roads, and flood damage.
This week proved to be yet another highlight, in a nine week trip, bursting with  
highlights!     
Next:  The ‘Finale’ - Amani, Nyika (Malawi), Chobe (Botswana) and home!

Thanks John 

THREATENED SPECIES OF THE OVERBERG
In  the  past  five  editions  of  the  Oystercatcher,  Mike  Ford  has  generously  
contributed  a  number  of  these  interesting  and  valuable  articles.  A  spate  of  
repeating bad colds and flu laid him low for a number of weeks and this issue will  



unfortunately not highlight a ‘Threatened Specie’.  However, I have left this space  
open for future articles which I am sure Mike will be happy to provide.

Editor 

 DIARY NOTE 
The following Club activities are in the pipeline from now until the end of October:  

• Thur 6th Sept:  Vredehoek farm – morning walk.   Meet at Fernkloof 08:00
• Tues 11th -13th Sept:  Leeuwenboschfontein outing – fully booked
• Wed  26th Sept:   Talk  at  Fernkloof  –  Gavin  Turner  on  ‘Lesser  known  parks  of  

Tanzania’ 20:00
• Thurs 4th  Oct: Day visit to Paarl ponds & reserve.   Meet at OTP 08:00
• Tues 9th Oct:  Wolfkop outing – fully booked
• Wed  17th Oct:  Talk at Fernkloof – Cuan Mc George on ‘Penguins of Betty’s Bay”  

20:00

I HOPE SHE LIKES 
THIS NEST!

HBC Committee
               Barbara Palmer  (Chairperson)     028-314-1167

Keith Brooke-Sumner  (Treasurer) 028-313-1633
Lee Burman (Environment) 028-312-3011

     Craig Holmes (Outings)     028-313-2458
Cherry Mills (Catering & PR) 028-316-4333

    Jamie Hart (Projects)                028-314-1593
Hugh Frangs  (Secretary & Oystercatcher) 028-316-2007

Address:  Hermanus Bird Club P.O.Box 208 Hermanus 7200


