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                                      Craig's Chirp
                                 

We have had a busy few months in the club with the various functions being well 
attended by members. The AGM, where Jessie Walton spoke about the Brown-backed 
Honeybird, was one of these evenings as Jessie once again displayed her passion for birds. 

Two of our long-serving committee members, Lee Burman and Cherry Mills, resigned 
from bird club committee duty. These ladies have both contributed in so many ways over 
the years and their 'hanging up of the gloves' left us with big gaps to fill. 

We were fortunate that Peta McAdam and Petra Hoeben were able to join us and we 
welcome you both to the committee. When John Saunders left for the UK the portfolio of 
Projects became vacant and we are delighted to welcome Guy Redford onto the 
committee to fill that space. I am sure that the new members will work very well with 
David, Charles, Margie and I as we continue to ensure that we fulfil our members' birding 
requirements.

Luke and Machteld Horsten gave us a wonderful account of their trip to Namibia and 
Angola. It was a great presentation and the follow up, which includes Zambia, will be 
viewed in the near future. Thank you to the members for a good turnout once again.

We had a memorable outing to Leeuwenboschfontein where 24 members enjoyed the 
tranquillity of the Karoo and good birding – we saw 86 species in our few days away.

Barbara Palmer will lead the outing along the Vermont coast, always a popular walk, on 
the 7th May. Also in May, the Bowmans will share their Sri Lankan experience with us at 
the evening meeting. 

June is time for our annual Members' Evening which, this year, includes our photographic
competition (details will follow during May) and 3 short presentations by members. 
PLEASE let Margie or Charles know if you are keen and willing to do a 20 minute 
presentation to the club members. 

The June walk will be a visit to the Penguin and Seabird Sanctuary newly established in 
Gansbaai. This is the brainchild of Wilfred Chivell of Dyer Island fame. Please join us!

Sue and I are away until mid-July but I know that Margie and the committee will look 
after you, as they always do, whilst we are gone. Enjoy all the functions planned for you.

Best wishes and take care.
Cordially, Craig

http://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F4.bp.blogspot.com%2F-tyFdYIyI_ME%2FT84ahQ6RwtI%2FAAAAAAAAJc4%2F0zm-te9J268%2Fs1600%2Fcrow%252Bnest.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fpalmcreekupdate.blogspot.com%2F2012%2F06%2Fsummer-fun-and-games.html&h=255&w=245&tbnid=4FkpVQ5fR16BDM%3A&zoom=1&docid=dQzPi2Q5iOFXXM&ei=eWVGU8vSFo-ThgflhIDIAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CM4BEIQcMCY&iact=rc&dur=1502&page=2&start=21&ndsp=24


Field outing:    Leeuwenboschfontein report

Our outing in March was to Leeuwenboschfontein – easy to get to once you are through 
Montagu and past Koo.  Around 30km further on from Koo, a right turn presents you 
with 19km of gravel road into the beautiful Karoo. Along the way we had an amazing 
sighting of two African Fish-Eagles on the ground with some crows. We were not able to 
see what they were eating but it was a super experience.

It was very, very dry and we were a little concerned that we would find birding ultra-
difficult. As usual we wanted to improve on the species count from our last visit which 
was over two years ago and in the Spring month of September.

After settling down into our abodes – ranging from houses close to the main house, to 
the “dormitory “and the double rooms in the house, to our little house on the prairie -  
we enjoyed a walk around the farm and the various dams on this well-manicured 
property.

  

 Our evening braais were as good as usual and 
 the food was fit for kings and queens – the teams 
 did really well to ensure that we all came back 
 somewhat heavier. 

 

 Day two – the convoy left at the appointed time of 
 08h30 on the Blou Toring Route – a long and dusty 
 road along which we had great bird encounters – 
 from Namaqua Sand-grouse and Martial Eagle to 
 Secretary Birds. 
 

 
 Later in the afternoon we saw movement at the end 
 of the dam which we guessed to be a raptor flapping
 its wings on the ground. Ian Oliver volunteered to   
 paddle across on the canoe for closer inspection. 

 Within a few metres of the bird, a Juvenile African 
Harrier Hawk gave him time to positively identify it before flying away.



Leeuwenboschfontein continued/2

The outing ended all too soon and we wended our way back to Hermanus having had a 
good few days with birding friends. 

Our birding list comprised of 87 species which included Pied Avocet, Black-Headed 
Canary, Blue Crane, African Harrier-Hawk, Rock Kestrel, Southern Black Korhaan, Cape 
Clapper Lark, Spike-heeled Lark, Neddicky, African Paradise Flycatcher, Streaky-headed 
Seedeater and the Mountain Wheatear. It was an enjoyable and fulfilling few days!!

To end our trip we took the route, via Home Affairs, through Bredasdorp, and closer to 
home were very lucky to see two Secretary Birds at close range which Barbara Palmer and 
ourselves enjoyed watching for quite some time – such elegant beautiful birds.

Craig Holmes
 



Field Outing  -  Stanford Revisited

A WONDERFUL WALK IN STANFORD

Our monthly walk was to the ever charming Stanford and a small group of 18 members 
met on the Klein River edge to walk along the Wandelpad. After the trundle along the 
river and a short walk through suburbia, we visited the sewerage works before moving on
to the splendid hide at Appelsedam, the well-known dam of Stanford.

We were in the presence of some excellent birders: Mike Ford, the Palmers, the 
MacNaughts , the Bowmans and Lee Burman helped to find some very special species. 
Some keen photographers also made the trip, and what an excellent outing it was. 

   

 

   

     Malachite Kingfisher – photo Charles Naudé       Juvenile African Harrier-Hawk – photo Luke Horsten

In a mere few hours we saw 70 – yes, 70 species amongst which were White-backed 
Duck, juvenile African Harrier-Hawk, Purple Heron, Malachite Kingfisher, Paradise 
Flycatcher, Black-winged Stilt, Purple Swamphen and Pin-tailed Whydah, just to name a 
few.

Does that not make you envious that you didn’t come along to this wonderful birding 
spot? Perhaps next time!! 

Craig Holmes



 
Field Outing – Fernkloof

What a fabulous overcast morning hike 26 members enjoyed 
      with leader Mike Ford. We commenced with a quiet stroll in 
     the south-eastern garden section where we were presented 

with a pair of Klaas's Cuckoos just above eye-level.
   

As we were a large group, we were a little doubtful of the 
     number of birds we would see, but on we crept over wet 
     grass towards the housing estate where we were surprised 
     with the appearance of a pair of Cape Batises within close 
     viewing distance.

Our list was now growing with every step, and we added some 25 species before heading up  
the road past the nursery to the foot of the mountains.

 
  

   With every metre covered, we were treated to views of
   our special Cape Sugarbirds and the odd 
   Orange-breasted Sunbird. 

   Mike kept us moving at quite a pace and we soon found 
   ourselves on the slopes of Fernkloof listening for the     
   various bird calls: hearing but not always seeing them!

Streaky-headed Seedeaters were spotted but the Cape Grassbirds kept out of sight. The Cape 
Sugarbirds with their beautiful plumage were still very prominent as were Malachite Sunbirds.

Upwards along the fynbos flanked paths we strode with a few members slowing down 
considerably. The view from the mountains is very special and the whole experience wonderful 

          for so many of us who do not attempt Fernkloof walking unless in a large group.

The final descent was very productive as the group happened upon an African Goshawk and a 
          Rufous-chested Sparrowhawk locked together on the ground. The action was aptly described by 
          our leader: 

“I’m convinced that our timeous arrival on the scene saved that Sparrowhawk’s life, as the 
Goshawk had it pinned down and only released it when we approached,” Mike said. “The 
Sparrowhawk flew up, circled above our heads and flew to a protea sapling about 40 metres 
away – giving us very good views. Once it had regained its composure after its escape it flew off 
towards the Mossel River side. It all happened so fast it took some time to piece together what 
was going on” - a great way to end a special morning with 26 HBC members.
Margie Ogston



Evening presentation by Jessie Walton

Jessie's passion and dedication to the world of birding is very impressive and infectious 
and she had our full attention and wonderment of her love for birds at our monthly 
members evening in March.

     

   
  

The Brown-backed Honeybird is an endangered species, and its presence in the nearby 
forests and fynbos makes her research and findings ever closer to our members. 

We will all be watching out for any signs of Karoo Prinia nests in the black wattles 
around Hermanus, as the Prinias are the adoptive parents for young Honeybirds 
whose parents appropriate the nests of the Karoo Prinias to lay eggs.
Thank you Jessie!



Evening presentation - Luke and Machteld Horsten  

Birding in Namibia and Angola.

Chickens lying tied up at a market, waiting to be sold, were about the only birds that Luke and 
Machteld Horsten saw on their visit to Angola last year.

But the audience of birders at the Club monthly meeting in April were still fascinated by 
the Horstens' presentation of the Namibian and Angolan part of their four months long 
exploration of a handful of Southern African countries.

It was much more than a birding trip, and the presentation reflected that. In fact, Luke 
would remark from time to time, jokingly: “Oh, there is another bird.”

Not during the Angolan part, though. There the audience was shown scars of the 
devastating civil war between the MPLA and Unita from 1975 to 2002, that escalated into 
a surrogate battle between Cuba, Russia, the USA and South Africa, with the Namibian 
war of independence adding to the complexity.

It ended with 500 000 people dead and millions displaced. Live landmines and the 
remains of tanks and other military equipment are still to be seen, but there are positive 
signs. Churches have been repaired or rebuilt, a new capital is rising next to the vastly 
overpopulated ruins of the old Luanda, and new pink government administration 
buildings all over show the slow rehabilitation, thanks to Angola's huge oil riches.

 
 It was not easy for Luke and Machteld and two 
 friends accompanying them. 
 
 They had to travel in an escorted convoy of 
 visitors. Angola is still not tourist-friendly, and 
 birding must be very low on their priority list.

 The Horstens and Puccinis on banks of Kunene River

Namibia is a completely different story. The few scars of the independence war are hardly
to be seen. 

Birders and other tourists are welcomed. They can use the good infrastructure to freely 
explore this vast, sparsely-populated country with its natural beauty, ranging from 
spectacular sanddunes and semi-deserts to rocky mountains, rivers and forests.



Evening presentation – continued/2

That story was told and shown in the presentation. Part of the story was about the 
wildlife, including birds. There were particularly arresting images of interesting, rare and 
beautiful birds.

On their way up north the explorers found the scarce Chestnut-banded Plover 
(Rooiband-strandkiewiet), the endemic Rüppell's Korhaan (Woestynkorhaan) and the even
more localised Dune Lark (Duinlewerik).

Back from Angola Luke and Machteld devoted about a month to wildlife and birding in 
the Etosha National Park. What a month.

Among the weird and wonderful birds were two Kori Bustards (Gompoue) fighting, the 
Southern White-crowned Shrike (Kremetart-Laksman), the amazingly small Pygmy Falcon 
(Dwergvalk) and a host of other raptors.

Finally our adventurers moved to the Caprivi on their way to the second part of the tour. 

Scarce and/or localised birds such as the Senegal Coucal (Senegal-vleiloerie), Schalow's 
Turaco (Langkuif-loerie) and Hartlaub's Babbler (Witkruis-katlagter) offered a foretaste of
what would lie ahead.

  
    A highlight to end the first part of the four-month 
    journey must have been the sight of a breeding 
   colony of hundreds of Southern Carmine Bee-eaters 
   (Rooibors-byvreters), painting the sandbank where 
   they brood and the air above a pinkish red.
   Charles Naudè
    Thanks to Machteld and Luke for this presentation – MJO Ed



      
AGM – Report 

Our AGM was well attended and the 102 members who spent 3 hours with us at Fernkloof Hall 
on the evening of the 18th March, were presented with a fine talk by Jessie Walton on the 
Brown-backed Honeybirds. Our AGM followed.

The AGM provided members with an overview of the past 12 months' activities within the club, 
and Craig reminded everyone to join in with club functions whenever possible.

  
  The club welcomed 3 new members onto the committee
  this year – *Peta MacAdam, Petra Hoeben and *Guy Redford   
  have kindly made themselves available for HBC duty.
  *<- pictured here

Sadly, both Lee Burman and Cherry Mills, decided to retire from HBC committee work, and 
were given a good send -off by the group. 

Current Chairperson Craig and past Chairperson Barbara Palmer thanked both ladies for all the 
dedicated work they have put into the bird club over the past years. 

We all wish them well in their future birding years with us.

                    Final meeting – final decisions?                            Relaxing at the after party

   Hermanus Bird Club items for sale
  Birding in the Walker Bay area – DVD – R50.00/The Birds of Walker Bay - booklet – R25.00  



Mini Birding Big Day – Sunday 15th March - Report

 What a splendid day was had by 19 keen members of the club. I had tried really hard to 
encourage more entries but we finally settled for 5 teams for the day.

The teams all set out at 06:00 with refreshments and snacks for the day, and as expected
bumped into each other along the various routes selected by the leaders. Our group's 
first 'overlap' was with the Hermanus Harriers who chose the same mountain edge, and 
found the same Spotted Eagle-Owl and the same Fiery-necked Nightjar calling at 06:01 –
a wonderful co-incidence as it started the day with a giggle of competitiveness by all 8 
participants.

Prawn Flats was as usual a great viewing platform and allowed for the Naughty Nightjars 
to extend their list immediately. Caspian Terns and Cape Teals were aplenty as were 
Greater Flamingoes. The Hoots had meanwhile dashed off to Maanskynbaai and were 
awarded with good sightings of Burchell's Coucal and Purple Heron.

The Titbabblers, after a delayed start, started off in Fernkloof and were delighted with 
their sightings before moving on to the eastern part of Hermanus. Hemel-en-Aarde 
Hawks meanwhile had started their journey with great determination and enjoyed the 
number of raptors seen along their chosen routes.

From Stanford to Jessie Walton's Farm our five teams encouraged each other and when 
we finally met at Fernkloof for our get-together, we had, between us, amassed all of 164 
species. 72 species were identified by all teams and 76 were not seen at all. It must be 
said that this annual competitive club day is usually held in February but was postponed 
due to the Walker Bay Fair.

Our winners were the HOOTS – Sheelagh and
John Bowman together with Cynthia and Gavin
Turner with 130 species.
(->seen here with the Ed)
2nd - Naughty Nightjars with 126 species
3rd – Hermanus Harriers with 122 species
4th – Hemel-en-Aarde Hawks with 112 species
5th – Titbabblers with 86 species (3 members) 

  We encourage interested birders who did not 
  join in this year, to consider diarizing the date 
  when announced in 2016 – it is a wonderful 
  way to get to know the area, the birds and the 
  local members. I, for one, learnt so much from the 
 MacNaughts and look forward to the next outing with 
 this special group. Margie Ogston 



 
  Seen around 'Greater' Hermanus

30 HBC members in their cars searching for the final species for their April Challenge. Many 
locals must be wondering what on earth is going on. The heat is on – can Ronnie hold off the 
challenges from the closest participating members? Enjoy the final month everyone!

  
   A Carolina Wood Duck seen on Appelsedam in Stanford 

during the last 2 weeks of March - an escapee we believe.  
Photo courtesy Mike MacNaught.

Owls move in with the Meyers! Our Voëlklip Owl story happened a few months ago, before 
          an owl box was installed by our HBC chairman Craig and Graham Palmer, early 
          one morning, in the pine tree in our garden. 

 
 We were treated to a few weeks of superb viewing when the 
 parent Spotted Eagle-Owls arrived with their two fledged 
 youngsters to roost in the deep shade of our Red Gums 
 during the daytime. 

 At night the parents were off hunting - the owl droppings 
 and regurgitated pellets indicated rat and mole bones and 
 hair. One evening the parent silhouetted against the skyline
 was observed holding a small snake to feed them. 

 We had an unusual sighting of the parent owl in the bird
bath very early one morning. 

Frequent night calls and occasional sightings in the red
gum and pine trees indicate the parents are still around
this part of Voëlklip. 

We hope the local owls will take up residence in the owl
box when they next want to breed, and that we will be
able to give some positive feedback! Ed Meyer
Many thanks for this article and the pictures Ed – how fortunate you 
are to be able to record the above -  MJO Ed



MIGRATION - Scientists track tiny songbird's non-stop 2 735km ocean flight

LONDON: A small songbird no bigger than a sparrow flies 2 735km over open ocean in a
non-stop flight in what has been described as one of the "most extraordinary migratory feats on 
the planet", a study has found'. Scientists said that the annual open-water flight of the tiny 
Blackpoll Warbler from the north-east corner of North America to the forests of South America is 
one of the greatest migratory journeys.

 It was thought that the songbird, which spends summer in the 
 boreal forests of Canada and the US before heading south for the 
 winter, flies overland down the eastern coast of America, stopping 
 on its way to rest and feed. However a study involving miniature 
 electronic backpacks to monitor the birds' movements has revealed 
 that the Blackpoll Warbler simply flies due south over open water in 
 a "fly-or-die" journey without stopping until it reaches Iandfall in 

the Caribbean about two or three days later before flying on to Venezuela and Colombia.

"We're really excited to report that this is one of the longest non-stop over water flights ever 
recorded for a songbird, and finally confirms what has long been believed to be one of the most 
extraordinary migratory feats on the planet,' said Bill DeLuca, of the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, the first author of the study published in the journal “Biology Letters”.

Seabirds such as the Arctic Tern and Arctic Albatross are known to migrate many hundreds of 
kilometers over open sea, but it is unusual for such a small songbird, which weighs only 12g to fly
for such a long time over the ocean, DeLuca said.

The warbler is too small to carry conventional tracking devices, so it was fitted with a small, 
lightweight recorder to monitor the time of sunrise and sunset, which allowed the scientists to 
estimate its precise longitude and latitude over a given time period.

The scientists fitted the recording backpacks to 20 warblers before they flew south for the winter 
and retrieved the devices from five individuals during the following season. "When we accessed 
the Iocators, we saw the blackpoll's journey was indeed directly over the Atlantic”. 

The distances travelled ranged from 2 270 km to 2 770km. "It was pretty thrilling to get the return
birds back, because their migratory feat in itself is on the brink of impossibility. We worried that 
stacking one more tiny card against their success might result in them being unable to complete
the migration," DeLuca said.

"They eat as much as possible, in some cases doubling their body mass in fat so they can fly 
without needing food or water," said team leader Ryan Norris, of the University of Guelph.
The scientists suggested that the birds use the quicker ocean route as there are fewer risks in a 
shorter journey compared to a longer trip over land. The Independent
Cape Times 2nd April 2015



        
      DIARY NOTES

        May

 Thurs: 7th           Morning outing -Vermont Coastal   Meet at Jan Rabie Pools at 08:00
                            walk and Vermont Salt Pan              Bring morning drink+snack            
                                                                                    
Wed: 20th          Presentation by John &  Sheelagh       Fernkloof Hall 18:00
                         Bowman on their Sri Lankan trip                                                            

                                                 June

Thurs: 4th        Morning outing to Gansbaai to the    Meet at Fernkloof at 08:00
                             Penguin and Seabird Sanctuary         Take morning tea/snacks
                                          
Wed:15th           Members evening presentations      Fernkloof Hall 18:00
                       and photo competition               Photos in by 17:30 please!
                      (Details of competition to be announced during May)
                               
                          COMMITTEE MEMBERS & PORTFOLIOS

Craig Holmes       Chairperson                                   028 313 2458      pcsholmes@telkomsa.net
Margie Ogston     Vice Chairperson + Newsletter       028 313 0407      margie@bigideascc.co.za
Dave Watson       Treasurer & Membership Secretary  028 313 0740      flintfarm@telkomsa.net
Peta MacAdam     Secretary, Environment, Teas         028 312 1721      peta.mcadam@gmail.com
Petra Hoeben      PR + Events Catering                      028 312 2323      riverpad@mweb.co.za
Charles Naudé    Digital Media and Images               028 312 2170      cmnaude@gmail.com
Guy Redford       Projects                                          082 905 2365      guyred@iafrica.com

Hermanus Bird Club. P O Box 208 Hermanus 7200 http://hermanusbirdclub.wordpress.com/      

    2015 Hermanus Bird Club Committee elected at the AGM in March

Standing left to right:  Guy Redford,Petra Hoeben, Charles Naudè
Sitting left to right:      Peta McAdam, Craig Holmes (Chairperson) Margie Ogston, Dave Watson


