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                      The 2015 Bird of the Year displays itself on the Klein River Estuary



 
                                 Craig's Chirp
                                 

Well, here we are – nearing the end of 2014 and guess what – we made it. 
2014 has been a great year for our club.  Membership has reached a record 
number and we are confident that the year ahead will be as good. We have 
had wonderful attendance on the walks, at the evening talks and on our away 
outings. 

Over 1100 people have participated in our activities. Birding has been good 
this year and the outings have allowed us the privilege of spotting many species.
I am sure that we will continue to enjoy the wondrous bird life in our region. 

We have achieved many of our goals this year. The owl boxes are up and 
with luck, the bird hide issue will be solved very soon. The bench at Vermont
Salt Pan has had to be shelved. Thanks to those on the committee who have 
worked on these projects.

Our financial situation is good and David has ensured that we make the best 
use of our capital.  Margie has been a gem and has made sure that the 
Oystercatcher goes out on time and is full of amazing articles. Charles has 
kept us in the digital age and ensured that we have relevant and interesting 
speakers, while Lee and Cherry have ensured that we all fly in formation and 
do what is best for the birds and the HBC members. Thank you all for the 
effort and time you have spent on the Club during the year.

And a big thank you to the members who have made the year worthwhile. If 
you did not attend the meetings or go on outings, near and far, there would 
really be no reason for the club to exist. Your participation and willingness to
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Craig's Chirp continued/2

climb in and help where necessary make the HBC the wonderful club it is. 
Thank you all for the support.

Finally I wish you all a wonderful and happy Festive Season – enjoy those 

around you and enjoy the wonders of our birding world. 

We look forward to a healthy and happy 2015 and I look forward to your 
continued support and contribution to the Hermanus Bird Club.

Cordially, 

Craig                       

Remember to enter the 2015 Overberg Challenge 
which has been planned for you! 

It is not too late  - you can enter the challenge at any time.

A R20 once -off payment to Dave Watson and you will receive your 
    bird list, rules and map for the first month.

                               



Field outing:    De Mond – 6th November 2014

Our monthly outing was carefully planned to accommodate the De Mond  
low tide, and we timed it perfectly. Twenty-five HBC members met at 
Fernkloof at 07:00 to consolidate transport. 

 
 We stopped off at the Napier settling  
 ponds where a stunningly beautiful 
 Maccoa Duck was spotted amongst 
 the many Cape Teals with their offspring. 
 Black-winged Stilts flew noisily over our 
 heads making sure we kept clear of their 
 nests. 

Shy Water Thick-knees caught our attention and a Cape Clapper Lark made 
its presence heard!

 

Many juvenile raptors were seen along the route to Agulhas National Park, 
and our first Spotted Eagle-Owl was seen by eagle-eyed Chris Cheetham on 
the roof of an old farm house.

Once we arrived at De Mond the group split into two with Mike Ford and 
Chris heading off at pace. The tide was out and smaller waders were aplenty.
In the distance hundreds of Common Terns glistened on the horizon as they 
presented us with waves of pleasure each time they rose off the sand and 
swayed to and fro.

                               



De Mond Outing continued/2 

The 'Easterners' had the great  pleasure of
spotting two Damara  Terns on the sand which we
were able to view within 10 metres – a real treat
for all. The 'Westerners' meanwhile had spotted
Terek Sandpipers (another 'Lifer' for some) 
and a hovering Pied Kingfisher. 

Greater Flamingoes graced us with their presence as did Red Knots, Common
Greenshank, White-fronted Plovers, Curlew Sandpipers and many others.

                  

 

After a few hours of strolling into strong south-easterly winds, we headed 
back to the Milkwood trees to enjoy our beverages and snacks. 

Within minutes a Spotted Eagle-Owl was seen above our heads and her two 
chicks were noticed at the base of a tree – mother kept her eye on us - 
another special sighting for the day.

 

After a few members tried in vain to spot the Terek Sandpipers,  the group 
split up and returned to Hermanus at their leisure. A big thanks to Chris and 
Mike for their enthusiasm which is infectious, and to Barbara and Helen for 
noting the species in each group. Margie Ogston ED 

                               



Wilderness & Nature's Valley – out of town trip

We may remember the Narina Trogon. Some may remember the surround-sound 
calling of cuckoos. Some may remember the synchronised diving by a squadron 
of grebes.

But one little bird had all members of the Club birding
outing to Wilderness and Nature's Valley talking - the 
Chorister Robin-Chat (Lawaaimaker-janfrederik). 

A decent total of more than 130 bird species were
identified during the four days of the outing, efficiently led by Graham and 
Barbara Palmer, assisted by John and Sheelagh Bowman.

On arrival at Wilderness National Park on Monday 17 November, the group 
was welcomed by an almost constant calling of cuckoos from around Ebb-
and-Flow rest camp. Red-chested (Piet-my-vrou), Diederik (Diederikkie), 
Klaas's (Meitjie) and Black Cuckoo (Swartkoekoek) were identified.

Among species heard and seen on the first walk, that afternoon, were 
Knysna Turaco (Knysna-loerie), Black-headed Oriole (Swartkop-wielewaal), 
Half-collared Kingfisher (Blouvisvanger) and a bird that was initially 
identified as some Robin-Chat.

Only when it showed itself to a few birders was it confirmed to be the 
Chorister Robin-Chat, whose habitat lies mostly north-east of Wilderness, 
stretching through Swaziland to parts of Limpopo.

One of the highlights on Tuesday was the performance of about twenty 
Black-necked Grebes, seen from a hide at one of the lakes along the Touw 
River. They resembled a squadron, performing synchronised diving with 
military precision.

The walk through the lovely, enchanting Woodville Forest, produced all sorts 
of bird calls.  But the birds seemed to be hiding, watching the humans 
struggling to see them. Probably most tantalizing were the calls of a couple 
of Knysna Warblers (Knysna-ruigtesangers) at the Big Tree, only a meter or 
two into the undergrowth. But the foliage was so dense that the birds were 
just not to be seen.

                               



Wilderness and Nature's Valley continued/2

On a walk along part of the Pied Kingfisher Trail a handful of members saw 
another Chorister Robin-Chat, venturing into a private garden to look for 
insects.

The walk through another forest, at Nature's Valley, was more successful as 
a birding exercise. Most of the group saw the Terrestrial Brownbul 
(Boskrapper) and some saw the Green-backed Camaroptera (Groenrug-
kwêkwêvoël) on the way up along the Grootrivier Trail.

At some point half the group turned back
while the other, more adventurous half,
continued, wading through the river. The
first half, on their way back, saw the Grey
Cuckooshrike (Blou-katakoeroe), and some
of them had the privilege of spotting the
elusive Narina Trogon (Bosloerie). 

In contrast to the exclusive sightings, everybody eventually experienced the 
Chorister Robin-Chat, described as a normally shy bird, skulking in dense 
foliage in the forest canopy. Especially at Nature's Valley Rest Camp in the De
Vasselot section of Tsitsikamma National Park, where the group stayed for 
the last two nights, the bird was calling regularly, visiting the forest huts and
even making a nuisance of itself at the preparations for supper.

The Chorister Robin-Chat also had the last word - with a lovely rendition of 
its vast repertoire of own and imitated bird songs on the Friday morning. 

 And then some members of the  
 party, in a last attempt to find the  
 mysterious African Finfoot 
 (Watertrapper) at the Grootrivier   
 bridge, had a clear sighting of the  
 Narina Trogon.

 It was an outing to be remembered.  
Charles Naudé -pictures courtesy John Bowman

                               



Evening presentation by Otto Schmidt
      

An African Grey Parrot in a cage in a suburban home is a fairly common sight
in many parts of the world, also in Hermanus. During holidays you can see 
them in a row of cages at the local kennels.

To find one of these birds in the wild, where it is classified as a vulnerable 
species, was a memorable experience that Otto Schmidt shared with his 
audience at the November meeting of Hermanus Bird Club.

His presentation, The Ghana Adventure, was based on a visit with his wife, 
Sandy, and twelve other members of Cape Bird Club a year ago. 

 The ultimate highlight of the visit was the unusual White-necked or  
 Yellow-headed Picathartes, generally regarded as one of Africa's strangest 
birds. 
 
 BirdLife International describes it as a large, unusual bird with brightly 
 coloured, naked head. 

 
 It says this species now has a highly 
 fragmented distribution. Forests 
 throughout its range are disappearing 
 rapidly, leading to further 
 fragmentation and rapid decline of 
 remaining populations. It is therefore 
 classified as vulnerable.

White-necked or Yellow-headed Picathartes, Bonkro, Ghana.
 Photo by Adam Riley (Rockjumper Birding Tours)

The group identified a total of 384 bird species in Ghana in two weeks, 
which is more than half the 750 odd species found in that West African 
country. 

More than 240 of the species seen are not found in Southern Africa. Many of 
the remaining 140 species they saw that are on the Southern African list are 
very difficult to find in our area.

                               



 Evening Presentation by Otto Schmidt continued/2

The group drove from Accra in the south-east to the south-west and then to
the north, visiting all the important parks and experiencing the great habitat 
diversity of that species-rich country about 20% the size of South Africa.

Other special birds they saw included Bee-eaters such as Rosy, Black and 
Red-throated; Egyptian Plover, Bedouin's Snake Eagle and a most unusual 
Red-necked Nightjar - only the third sighting of that bird in Ghana. And they
have a photograph to prove it.

 
 
  Then, on the last day of the visit, they 
  saw the African Grey Parrot in the  
  Bobiri Forest and Butterfly Sanctuary. 

 

African Grey Parrot in natural surroundings. 
From Wikipedia

In 2012, BirdLife listed these parrots as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List 
because of the extent of the annual harvest for international trade and the 
rate of ongoing habitat loss in the West African region where they are found.

* Otto was chairman of Cape Bird Club and editor of its newsletter for many 
years, following in the footsteps of his father. He still leads birding day tours
in and around Cape Town.
Charles Naudé

                               



         Christmas Party

94 members enjoyed a terrific evening at the annual Christmas function on 
Wednesday the 10th of December. The committee had set up the tables and chairs in
the morning and returned later in the afternoon to decorate the hall and prepare for
the members .

After all the greetings and chatter amongst friends, Craig set the tone for a relaxed 
evening with warm thanks to both club members and committee members for a 
successful and enjoyable year. Margie then followed up with a crisp reminder to 
everyone to please enter the Club Challenge for 2015. 

 

 Dave Watson, in his usual comical manner, then 
 held our attention with his annual reporting on the
 life of the Turkey. 

 His facts regarding the history of turkeys 
 combined with his splendid story -telling ability 
 had us all in stitches of laughter. 

Thank you once again, Dave – we look forward to the 2015 follow up!

The annual photographic competition has been moved to our Member's Evening in 
June and members will be reminded of this club competition closer to the time.

Thank you to all who participated in the function – it was, as usual, a memorable 
HBC evening. MJO Ed

                               



 Members'  travels

My apologies to Ronnie Hazell for placing the incorrect lark picture into his article in our 
Sept/Oct issue – I obviously have hours of field work ahead of me to improve my lark and 
pipit identification skills. The picture shown is that of a Large-billed Lark and not a Cape   

           Long-billed Lark. Both species were seen on his trip. MJO Ed

     

2015 HBC  'Challenge’ – 1st January to 31 May 2015
   

Remember to enter the 2015 Overberg Challenge which has been planned for you! 

It is not too late  - you can enter the challenge at any time.

Each month a different area of the Overberg has been identified and entrants are to   
try and identify the birds in that area for that month only.

 A new month means a new area and new list. 

There will be a monthly and an overall winner, and you can participate in as many 
months as you wish.

OUR ANNUAL QUIZ evening in June will be based on local birding in the 2015 Challenge 
areas.

 Please send your proof of payment to Dave Watson at flintfarm@telkomsa.net  

 The ONCE -OFF fee is R20 per entrant (not team) – EFT OR CASH ONLY PLEASE! 

  Deposit into the HBC account and use the reference:

  'Challenge” …......followed by your name +surname PLEASE. 

   HBC bank details are:  FNB Branch 200412       Acc 62107045892

   Once we receive your entry and payment, you will receive a bird list, rules, maps 
  of the areas and any final details you may require.
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Seen around Hermanus  

Owl Boxes - report

The project which John Saunders started before going to the UK has been 
completed. One early November morning Graham Palmer, Roydon Pybus and 
I accompanied by Brian Ridley (ex committee member of the Hermanus Golf 
Club) and Lapken Banda, who helps the Palmers, went off on our owl box 
placement exercise. The long ladder was easily navigated by Graham and 
Lapken and soon enough the boxes were up. 

They are on the 18th fairway, the 25th fairway and close to the 12th tee box. 
The team had the boxes up and securely positioned before we disrupted any 
players. We placed pine needles inside each box to ensure that the owls, 
when they find the boxes, have a comfortable start to life.

A big thank you to the MacNaughts and Turners who made these wonderful 
boxes and to Mike Ford who helped us find the right locations for these 
units. Our thanks to the HGC for their cooperation in allowing us to place 
owl boxes on the course

We have one extra box which will be placed in the Fernkloof gardens. David 
Shreeve, who has also made boxes, has found a home in the upper part of  
Voëlklip for a box and we will place one there shortly. Craig Holmes

             Graham and Lapken on a high!

                               



DIARY NOTES

   Event and field outing reminders for January - February 2015
                                   

                                      January

January               Various outings on the                   Meet at the times sent to
                          River Rat - Stanford                        you by Craig

Wed 21st Jan        Evening talk at Fernkloof Hall         19:00                  

                          
                                       February

2nd-4th Feb          Away trip to De Hoop                  Fully booked 
                                                                             
Thurs 5th Feb       Morning outing to Rooi Els,        Meet at OTP at 07:30
                            Stony Point, Harold Porter &       Bring refreshments for
                            Rooisand                                   midday and lunch

Wed 18th Feb       Evening talk at Fernkloof Hall      19:00

  25-28 Feb         Walker Bay Bird Festival               PLEASE participate!                   
                   
                     COMMITTEE MEMBERS & PORTFOLIOS

Craig Holmes                 Chairperson                                          028313 2458
Margie Ogston               Vice Chairperson + Newsletter              028313 0407
Dave Watson                  Treasurer & Membership Secretary        028313 0740
Lee Burman                    Secretary, Environment, Teas                028312 3011
Cherry Mills                   PR + Events Catering                             028316 4333
Charles Naudé               Digital Media and Images                      028312 2170 
                  Hermanus Bird Club. P O Box 208 Hermanus 7200 
                   http://hermanusbirdclub.wordpress.com/      

        Hermanus Bird Club items for sale
   Contact Cherry Mills - cherrypie@telkomsa.net - to order any of the below items:
  Birding in the Walker Bay area – DVD – R50.00/The Birds of Walker Bay - booklet – R25.00  
 '” Birders of a Feather”   edited by Harvey Tyson - R50.00 per copy.

                               


