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               De Hoop rock pools enjoyed by members on a recent club outing 
  
Hello all members – ‘that’ time of year is upon us again and will be ‘done and 
dusted’ before we know it, so enjoy every hour with your friends and families! 
 
Thank you to all members who have kindly written articles and sent photos to me 
throughout the year to allow for quality, interesting and topical newsletters. 
 
It has been a new challenge for me personally and I will endeavour to keep your 
attention in each issue during 2014. Good health and happiness are my wishes for 
you all for 2014.  
Margie Ogston (editor) 

          IN THIS ISSUE: 
 

• Chat from the Chair + IBA Challenge news 
 

• Reports on field outings: 
-  Hawston View Road & countryside – day outing 
- Die Hel/Ebb & Flow – out of town trip 
- De Hoop – out of town trip 

 

• Monthly Club Activities: 
- Members Presentation Evening 
- Christmas party and photo competition 
 

• Interesting snippets for the month – includes: 
- Preparing for the MBBD - to be held in March 2014 

    - American Code of Birding Ethics 
 

•  Diary note - events for January, February, March 2014 
• Committee member portfolios & contact details 

 
     PLEASE REMEMBER: All monthly evening meetings commence at 19:00 



 
 
 

Another year's activities at Hermanus Bird Club came to an end on 
Thursday evening the 5th December when 92 members enjoyed 
the end of year function.  
 
Thanks to the committee for making the evening special and thank 
you all for your amazing support and enthusiasm during 2013. We 
hope 2014 will bring good birding and many opportunities to enjoy 
the bonhomie that the club is famous for. 

 

Congratulations to Gavin Turner, John Bowman and Charles Naudé on winning the photo 
competition and thanks to all who entered. There are lots of talented photographers in 
our midst and the newsletter editor and the blogger welcome any photos you would like 
to share with us. 
 

For those who normally put up a Christmas tree and even for those who don't, why not 
decorate a tree in your garden for the birds this year?  For the traditional look, use red 
and green ribbon to hang seed balls or homemade seed containers, strings of fruit, dry 
sunflower heads and red coloured syrup bottles in the tree and watch your feathered 
friends enjoying the festive season. 
 

In return you might find a couple of Partridges, Turtle-doves and Swans around…… 
well, maybe not, but you might pop a French Hen in the oven to roast. 
 

Wishing you all a happy, relaxed, love- and fun-filled festive season and an amazingly 
good year of birding in 2014!   

 

BREAKING NEWS 
The 2014 IBA Challenge for Hermanus Bird Club members, will run from 1st January to 30 
April and we hope that our 'swallow' members will be able to participate. The aim of the 
challenge is to make you all more aware of the birds around you & to encourage you to 
identify them yourselves, which is one of the best ways to learn. It is not a competition!  
 
Please contact me if you wish to enter – R20 pp. You will then receive a species checklist, the 
rules/guidelines and links to the different Important Bird Areas (IBAs) within the boundaries 
of the challenge. (Very local to avoid high petrol costs).You will also be given an IBA 
pamphlet with information on the programme. Thanks - Barbara 

Chat from the Chair 
By Barbara Palmer 

http://www.pinterest.com/pin/73605775132067480/�


 

Field outing – 7th November – Hawston View Road Outing 
 
Only nine brave souls left their homes to join the planned outing on this wicked-
weathered Thursday morning. Spitting rain, grey skies and howling winds from early 
morning subsided by 08:00, our agreed meeting time, which encouraged the ‘sturdy 
nine’ to hop into three cars and drive out towards Botrivier. 
 

As usual the Karwyderskraal Road provided good birding opportunities within 
minutes as a Bokmakierie, Spur-winged Geese, many Blue Crane and Capped 
Wheatears flocked into our viewing frames. Paul Pretorius was the only lucky person 
to see a Honey Badger at the farm road, but stopping at the Iron Bridge, we 
embarked in the freezing conditions to see Red-billed Teal, Blacksmith Lapwings 
and one White-faced Duck. Alpine Swifts and Greater-striped Swallows streaked 
across the skies, and we were lucky to get good sightings of the Jackal Buzzard and 
a Black-shouldered Kite. 
 

After a short trip along the N2, we turned off towards Villiersdorp and then onto the 
Hawston View Road.  

 
African Stonechats and Capped Wheatears were 
spotted along the fences, and a Cape Clapper Lark was 
first heard and then clearly seen ‘clappering’.  
 

We had the pleasure of a game trip thrown in as a 
Blesbok was spotted amongst the sheep, and Grey 
Rhebok were seen on every hillside – very special. 

 
Once we had turned eastward along the Van der Stel Pass, Streaky-headed 
Seedeaters and many Malachite Sunbirds were seen enjoying the protection of the 
trees in the gardens of Goedvertrouw. Red-winged Starlings were present with their 
common calls, and Red and Yellow Bishops completed the birds of outstanding 
colour for our day. 
 

69 species were spotted on the day and once again we all marvelled at the beauty 
available on our doorsteps in the Overstrand.  
 

Thank you to Lee for leading the group – low in numbers but high in enthusiasm! 
Margie Ogston (MJO Ed) 



 

Field Outing – Die Hel and the Wilderness October/November 
 
The group met at the top of the majestic Swartberg Pass on Monday 28th 
October to commence with our trip to Die Hel - alias Gamkaskloof.  
 

 
The drive through the Swartberg 
Mountains and the magnificence of the 
fynbos were enjoyed before stopping 
in ‘the middle of nowhere’ to have our 
padkos.  
 
 
 
After 35 kilometres of deserted road 
towards Die Hel, we finally reached the 
top of the pass to view wondrous 
scenery and the breathtaking road 
before us.  
 

We ventured down in first gear and 
were soon safely in the valley.  
 

Upon arrival - after some confusion - we all found our quaint period 
cottages. This is a Cape Nature facility and the accommodation is very 
pleasant with all the houses having hot water, reasonable beds and lights. 
The venue is ideal for ‘getting away from the world’ and for experiencing the 
wonders of Die Hel. The name is totally inappropriate - it could easily be 
named Heaven, not Hell. 
 

Our first afternoon was very relaxed and we congregated at 18:00 at the 
Boskamp to braai. Cape Nature had gone to enormous trouble to create a 
very pleasant dining room - all place settings and glasses ready for our feast. 
 
After an early night we met at 08:00 at the schoolhouse - marvelling at the 
fact that the level of education at the school was of a high standard in this 
remote and isolated spot. After an hour’s birding on foot, we moved into the 
valley for new sightings. 



 

Die Hel and the Wilderness continued/2 
 

We ventured on to Boplaas, a privately owned farm at the end of the valley, 
and birded along the way. Eventually we came across a beautiful camping 
site alongside the river with manicured lawns and basic ablution facilities.   
 

Further on we came across another privately owned cottage - the  
co-owner of the farm welcomed us into the area and strongly suggested we 
follow a road, not usually open to visitors, to see spectacular views. The road 
before us did become tough, but we ventured on and reached the top of 
Kleinberg. The view was spectacular! Due to fuel concerns some members 
turned back, but three intrepid explorers reached the final magnificent 
cottage, and enjoyed a team skinny dip.  
          

  
            What was it, Sheelagh?                                     A Cape Batis perhaps? 
      
We met at the camp site for our picnic lunch and later visited Koningsgat in 
search of water birds but there was not a bird to be seen during our visit.  
We enjoyed our braai time and had another delightful evening with friends, 
enjoying tales and stories of bird sightings from our members.  
 

 John and Sheelagh announced that we had a list of 63 species - well done 
all. Although we did not see a large number of species in the valley, our list 
included Bokmakierie, Cape Grassbird, African Harrier-Hawk, Neddicky, 
African Rock Pipit and the Cape Batis. 
 

Well done to all our 4x4 drivers especially Jenny who was very brave and 
managed her 4x4 really well. Sadly we left the valley for a slow drive to The 
Wilderness. After 2 hours of ascending the tough single track from the valley, 
the roads back along the Swartberg Pass, down to Oudtshoorn and then into 
George, were a breeze. We restocked supplies and moved on to Ebb and 
Flow. 
 



 
 
Die Hel and the Wilderness continued/3 
 

The afternoon at this wonderful venue was leisurely, allowing rest time for 
some and exploration time for others. Barbara gratefully joined the group 
today after her eye op. Despite being at leisure we managed to spot 50 
species during the afternoon. A wet evening meant we braai-ed inside and 
an excellent evening was had by all. 
 

Awakening to a perfect morning, the calls of Eastern Black-headed Orioles, 
Cape Weavers and Yellow-billed Ducks outside the chalets, encouraged us to 
use every minute of a glorious day. The group drove to the Big Tree outside 
Hoekwil where we split up into two groups and explored the forest - 
enjoying the environment without seeing too many birds.  Our second walk 
was along the Half-collared Kingfisher Trail through to the pontoon and was 
very enjoyable but alas not many birds were seen. 
 

On the final evening at the braai, John and Sheelagh shared with us the 
complete list of birds from our trip, 102, before we commenced with yet 
another sumptuous meal. Excellent cuisine was experienced at every meal - 
thanks to all the members. 
 

Our final list included a few specials 
including: The African Fish-Eagle, 
Knysna Turaco, Green-backed 
Camaroptera, Cape Longclaw, 
Half-collared Kingfisher, Red-chested 
Cuckoo, Streaky-headed Seedeater, 
Malachite Kingfisher and the Malachite 
Sunbird. 
 
On Friday morning, we departed in the rain after a memorable 
trip. The trip was well worth the organisation and the journey, 
and will be remembered by all who were fortunate enough to be 
present. 
Cherry and Craig 

Editor’s comment: “The trip sounds special and could, perhaps, be organised 
every 2-3 years in future for our members – what do you say, Mr. Organiser?” 

 



De Hoop – Out of town outing 
 

Heavy winter rains left the road to De Hoop in a somewhat car-
unsympathetic state, but all grumpiness disappeared when we parked in 
front of the enormous fig tree to collect the keys to our cottages.  The 
cottages were quite luxurious, clustered together cozily, with herds of 
bontebok, eland and mountain zebra grazing nearby. Pied Starlings were 
everywhere, with quite a vocal bunch of Bokmakieries chasing each other 
around small bushes. 
 

After lunch Lee led the group on their first walk along the Vlei. On our way 
there we had to negotiate with two very large cobras as to who would have 
the right of way, but we got the better of them (much to the Editor’s relief). 
On the Vlei we saw lovely displays by Great Crested Grebes, some Little 
Grebes, a few Black-crowned Night-Heron, Black-headed and Grey Heron, 
Cape Shovelers, Red-knobbed Coots by the hundreds, Water Thick-knees, 
and a variety of swifts and swallows.  
 

The Tuesday evening braai was a huge success – the staff of De Hoop 
Collection went all out to spoil us. All crockery and cutlery was provided, 
glasses and ice, warm blankets against the wind, tables laid, firewood ready, 
and all was cleared up by them after the meal.  Three of us were lucky to see 
the Spotted Eagle-Owl swooping down from a tree close to our cottage as we 
left for the evening meal. 
 

  
  Jamie, the traffic director, working with Lee              Very good birding along the Vlei 
 
Wednesday morning started with a convoy trekking up to Tierhoek. The trip 
was soon abandoned when the road proved too bad to follow. Instead we 
parked close by and did some birding near the end of the Vlei. Here we saw 
Denham’s Bustard, Common Ostriches, Greater Flamingo, Yellow-billed 
Duck, Red-billed and Cape Teal.  
 



De Hoop – Out of town outing/continued 
 

We then drove back to the main body of the Vlei to add to our bird list. On 
the banks we were fortunate to find both the Southern Boubou and Southern 
Tchagra.   

 
Cape Bulbul, Karoo Prinia, Bar-throated 
Apalis and Common Waxbills popped 
up everywhere. 
 

An African Fish-Eagle was seen on the 
cliffs in the distance, and our walk 
ended with tea and muffins under the 
giant fig tree for half the group.  
 
After a leisurely lunch at the chalets, 
we left as a group for the coast-line 
and the southern section of the Vlei.  
 
Sightings of the Great Egret caused 
much discussion and clarification 
regarding bill and foot colour, but a 
collective positive identification was 
made by the majority.  

 
A flock of Barn Swallows and clear sightings of Caspian Terns completed our 
list of new species found on the VERY full Vlei.  
 
We then turned towards Koppie Alleen to catch the low tide.  

 
 
Black Harriers and African Oystercatchers 
were the common sightings and half the 
group who had walked over the dune to 
the rock pools, were VERY fortunate to 
see a Cape Eagle Owl. 
 



De Hoop – Out of town outing /continued 
 
After rushing back to light the fires and start the evening’s proceedings, we all 
arrived at the Fig Tree area which had been beautifully prepared for us by the 
local staff.  
 

 
Peter and Jamie once again built up perfect 
fires for our use and Lee produced the 
bird checklist of 80 species with the 
group. We still had opportunities during 
the next day to add to the list before 
leaving the Cape Nature boundary.  
 
 

I had arranged for a guide to talk about the night skies at nine o’clock, and once 
we had consumed our 3-course meal, Pinkie arrived to give us a brief but 
interesting talk. Her enthusiasm and open personality immediately had our 
attention and she was later introduced to Lee as she is very interested in 
improving the birding part of her nature conservation training. Lee will use her 
expertise while on the February trip.  
 

The following morning we had good sightings of the Little Egret and a  
Three-banded Plover on the edge of the Vlei, and then excellent views of a Cape 
Grassbird, a single Namaqua Dove and a Yellow-billed Kite to send us on our 
dusty way. 
 
Thanks were verbalised to Craig (in his absence) for his super organisation and 
planning, to Peter and Jamie for their fire-making skills, to Lee for her birding 
guidance, and to everyone for making the trip a pleasure to be part of. 
 
Barbara Swart / Margie Ogston (MJO Ed) 
Photos courtesy MJO Ed 
 
(A total of 89 species were listed after the final morning’s outing) 
 

 
 



Members Presentation evening 
 

Another successful evening meeting was held on the 20th November with 78 
members and guests attending. We were entertained by three of our 
members’ experiences. 

 
John Saunders described the birds of the Isles of 
Scilly (Roman for small islands) - certainly an 
area about which I had no knowledge. 
Accompanied by some excellent photographs we 
were told of the history of the islands. There are 
apparently 145 islands of which only 5 are 
inhabited. There have been 230 shipwrecks 
recorded since 1630! 
 
John showed us the wonderful vagrants- the 
Siberian Chiffchaff, Blue Throat, Subalpine 
Warbler, Red-breasted Flycatcher, Montagues 
Harrier, European Siskin and the American Robin 
but to name a few.  

  Isles of Scilly circled in red 
 

It is fascinating to think that these birds have found their way to the islands 
from far-off countries. John sold, to all who were there, the area, its beauty 
and the varied birdlife. Another destination to add to our bucket lists. 
 
Following this Paul and Suzanne de Villiers shared their experiences on their 
travels in Africa - describing the challenges and sharing the sightings they 
had enjoyed whilst travelling 20 000 km in 100 days through Botswana, 
Tanzania, Rwanda, Uganda, Kenya, Mozambique and finally through 
Zimbabwe. The bird sightings included lovebirds, storks, Diamorphus Egret, 
Shoebill, Openbilled Storks, Palmnut Vulture and Kori Bustards – just a few of 
the many seen. 

 
Paul described the visit to see the 
Silverback Gorillas, and the cost 
thereof - a mere R7 500 each for the 
privilege.  
 

The R5 000 per person guided trip to 
see the Chimpanzees was not taken 
up by the couple.  



Members Presentation Evening continued/2 
 
However, they were fortunate to view a family of Chimpanzees along the 
roadside thanks to a local man who waved them down to alert them to their  
presence.  
 

Apart from these magnificent beasts they were able to share the many animal 
sightings on the trip from leopard to crocodiles – oh, to be so brave to travel 
those lonely roads. They completed their trip without a single hitch or 
problem, besides having to part with precious dollars here and there. 
 
Following these two very interesting talks, Sue Rossington, who resides in 
France but who spends time with us each year, shared her experiences of 
participating in the Bonelli’s Eagle Project. 
 

 
The Bonelli Eagle looks similar to the 
African Hawk-Eagle. They can, 
apparently, be traced back to India but 
have moved through the Middle East and 
are now in France and Spain.  
  
 

 
There are only 30 breeding pairs throughout France and 30 kms from Sue's 
home are 4 of these pairs. Only 20% of the chicks reach sexual maturity 
hence the growth of the population is very slow. The natural habitat for their 
nesting is along cliff faces and the nests are usually in cavities.  
 
Once 40 days old, the chicks are removed from the nests and ringed by the 
team. While this takes place the nests are analysed for research and scientific 
purposes. All birds in France are ringed with a yellow ring, and at the time of 
ringing, their health is checked to ensure they are free from disease. Sue’s 
talk was interesting and her knowledge on the subject is clearly vast. 
 
Our members travelled on the Isles of Scilly, we learnt of the Bonelli’s Eagle 
Project in France, and we travelled thousands of kilometres in Africa. A 
diverse and very interesting evening was enjoyed and we thank Sue, Paul & 
Suzanne and John for sharing their knowledge and experiences with us. 
Craig Holmes 

 



Christmas Party and Photo competition – 5th December 
 
 
A big thank you to all the members who shared their ‘best pictures of the 
year’ with us at our annual year end gathering. 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations to our winners: 
 
1st prize 
Gavin Turner – with his 
“WINK-WINK” OWL 
 
 
 

The editor, Margie, hands out 1st prize to Gavin 
 
2nd prize John Bowman with his Northern Rockhopper Penguin 
 
3rd prize Charles Naude with his ‘Berry Nice’ Knysna Turaco 
 
 
Thanks to the 92 members who attended and who enjoyed a memorable 
evening filled with fun and laughter – an annual event which always 
surpasses expectations! 
 

 
Members enjoying the 
wonderful humour of our 
speaker, Dave Watson, who 
entertained us with snippets 
on the history of the 
Christmas Turkey.  
Thank you Dave!  
 



  Interesting snippets for the month 
 

Preparing for Mini-Birding-Big-Day   
 

Mini-Birding-Big-Day is Hermanus Bird Club's annual competition when teams 
consisting of 4 members each identify as many species as possible during a specific 
12-hour period. The date for the 2014 event is 2nd March.  Competition is fierce and 
time is a most precious commodity. 
 

Whether you participate with the aim to win, or to enjoy a great day's birding in the 
company of fellow birders, it is essential that you choose your team carefully & plan 
your day to make the most of it.  Once you've got your team together, organize 
yourselves into leader, driver, scribe & sound-man. 
 

If you do not already own a Birds of Walker Bay booklet, I suggest you get one a.s.a.p. 
as this will be invaluable in planning your route to cover as many different habitats as 
possible, thereby increasing the number of species you are likely to find.  You are not 
going to find ducks in Fernkloof or an Orange-breasted Sunbird on the Klein River! 
 

The booklet also has a checklist of species found in our area, with the exception of the 
very rare ones.  Study the species that you are not familiar with, as this will save time 
flipping through field guides on the day.  Learn the calls!!  It saves a lot of time when 
the dawn chorus starts and you do not have to find the tiny Cape Batis or skulking 
Olive Thrush, but can simply identify it by call.   
 

The competition runs from 06:00 - 18:00 and you should plan your route and time-
table well in advance. Try sticking to your plan as far as possible so as not to run out 
of time and missing out on a productive area.  It's important to stop every so often to 
listen for calls and to allow time for short walks to look for LBJs, which you won't easily 
pick up from the car. On the other hand, don't walk too far in search of one particular 
species like the Victorin's Warbler, as on the day it counts the same as a Cape Sparrow 
or Wagtail. 
 

Start the day at a spot where there is a wide variety of species, e.g. Fernkloof Reserve, 
where the early birds can be identified by call. With a bit of luck you might even hear a 
Fiery-necked Nightjar or Spotted Eagle-Owl.  Plan to finish close to Hermanus so that 
you can be at Fernkloof by 18:30 for the prize-giving and braai. 
 

A week or so before the time you and your team mates can do a reconnaissance of 
your route, checking that the roads are in good condition, looking for dams with 
waterfowl and hopefully find some nests where the African Fish-Eagle or such like is 
guaranteed.  Keep a beady eye on the weather reports and be flexible about changing 
your route if necessary. 



   
Preparing for Mini-Birding-Big-Day - continued/2 
 

Check your equipment beforehand and don't forget any of it at home when you fly out 
the door at 05:30! Pack binoculars, a field guide, Raptor guide, LBJ guide, official 
Checklist, camera and bird call device of your choice (do remember to use this with 
discretion please). Don't forget the food!  If you're in it to win, make sure you have lots 
of snacks and drinks that can be eaten 'on the wing', so that you don't have to stop 
and waste time laying the picnic table!  For those having a fun day, do as some of the 
regulars do and treat yourselves to muffins and coffee at one of the many coffee shops 
in the area. Thank you Barbara Palmer 

                                   
                      
                      A little bit of fun for all birders in SA 
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The American Birding Association's Code of Birding Ethics 

Everyone who enjoys birds and birding must always respect wildlife, its environment, and the 
rights of others. In any conflict of interest between birds and birders, the welfare of the birds 
and their environment comes first. 

Code of Birding Ethics 

1. Promote the welfare of birds and their environment. 

1(a) Support the protection of important bird habitat. 

1(b) Avoid stressing birds or exposing them to danger, exercise restraint and caution during 
observation, photography, sound recording, or filming. 
Limit the use of recordings and other methods of attracting birds, and never use such methods 
in heavily birded areas, or for attracting any species that is Threatened, Endangered, or of 
Special Concern, or is rare in your local area; 
Keep well back from nests and nesting colonies, roosts, display areas, and important feeding 
sites. In such sensitive areas, if there is a need for extended observation, photography, filming, 
or recording, try to use a blind or hide, and take advantage of natural cover. 
Use artificial light sparingly for filming or photography, especially for close-ups. 

1(c) Before advertising the presence of a rare bird, evaluate the potential for disturbance to the 
bird, its surroundings, and other people in the area, and proceed only if access can be 
controlled, disturbance minimized, and permission has been obtained from private land-
owners. The sites of rare nesting birds should be divulged only to the proper conservation 
authorities. 

1(d) Stay on roads, trails, and paths: keep habitat disturbance to a minimum. 

2. Respect the law, and the rights of others. 

2(a) Do not enter private property without the owner's explicit permission. 

2(b) Follow all laws, rules, and regulations governing use of roads and public areas.  

2(c) Practice common courtesy in contacts with other people. Your exemplary behaviour will 
generate goodwill with birders and non-birders alike. 

3. Ensure that feeders, nest structures, and other artificial bird environments are safe.  

3(a) Keep dispensers, water, and food clean, and free of decay or disease. It is important to 
feed birds continually during harsh weather. 

3(b) Maintain and clean nest structures regularly. 



 
 
The American Birding Association's Code of Birding Ethics – continued/2 

3(c) If you are attracting birds to an area, ensure the birds are not exposed to predation from 
cats and other domestic animals, or dangers posed by artificial hazards. 

4. Group birding, whether organized or impromptu, requires special care. 

Each individual in the group, in addition to the obligations spelled out in Items #1 and #2, has 
responsibilities as a Group Member. 

4(a) Respect the interests, rights, and skills of fellow birders, as well as people participating in 
other legitimate outdoor activities. Freely share your knowledge and experience, except where 
code 1(c) applies. Be especially helpful to beginning birders. 

4(b) If you witness unethical birding behaviour, assess the situation, and intervene if you think 
it prudent. When interceding, inform the person(s) of the inappropriate action, and attempt, 
within reason, to have it stopped. If the behaviour continues, document it, and notify 
appropriate individuals or organizations. 
  

Group Leader Responsibilities (amateur and professional trips and tours) 

4(c) Be an exemplary ethical role model for the group. Teach through word and example. 

4(d) Keep groups to a size that limits impact on the environment, and does not interfere with 
others using the same area. 

4(e) Ensure everyone in the group knows of and practices this code. 

4(f) Learn and inform the group of any special circumstances applicable to the areas being 
visited (e.g. no tape recorders allowed). 

4(g) Acknowledge that professional tour companies bear a special responsibility to place the 
welfare of birds and the benefits of public knowledge ahead of the company's commercial 
interests. Ideally, leaders should keep track of tour sightings, document unusual occurrences, 
and submit records to appropriate organizations. 

Please Follow this Code and Distribute and Teach it to Others 

The American Birding Association's Code of Birding Ethics may be freely reproduced for distribution/dissemination.  

Editor’s note:  

I thought I would include the above for the attention of all our members, plus the additional information for tour groups for 
Craig in case he decides to take us all abroad some day. What do you think of that idea, Craig? 



             DIARY NOTES 
Event and field outing reminders for January, February & March 2014 

 

                                   January 
 

Wed 15th January         Club Meeting – Mike Ford           Fernkloof at 19:00 
                                               ‘Another slice of Turkey’ 
Thurs 16th January      2 Evening outings on African  Meet at venue at 17:30 
Frid 17th January        Queen in Stanford – Bring own  
                                 food/snacks/beverages               
 

                                 February 
 

Thurs 6th February      Outing to De Mond                 Meet at Fernkloof:07:00 
                                   Bring along morning snacks 
12-14th February         De Hoop away trip                   Fully booked 
Wed 19th February     Club Meeting -Charles Naude  Fernkloof Hall – 19:00     
                                        "A selection of favourite bird photos”  
                                     
                                   March 
 

Sunday 2nd March       Mini Birding Big Day                06:00 – 18:00 
Thurs 6th March         Morning outing to Onrus/       Meet at OTP at 07:30 
                                  Vermont                                 
Wed 19th March         AGM                                        Fernkloof 19:00 
24-26th March          Cape Town away trip                Fully booked 
 
                                 COMMITTEE MEMBERS & PORTFOLIOS 
 
Barbara Palmer               Chairperson                                           028 314 1167 
Dave Watson                  Treasurer & Membership Secretary         028 313 0740 
Lee Burman                    Secretary, Environment, Teas                 028 312 3011 
Craig Holmes                 Outings                                                 028 313 2458 
Cherry Mills                   Catering, Sales & PR                               028 316 4333 
Jamie Hart                     Projects                                                 028 314 1593 
Margie Ogston              Newsletter & Teas                                  028 313 0407 
  
Hermanus Bird Club. P O Box 208 Hermanus 7200. http://hermanusbirdclub.wordpress.com/ 

                      
Remember our unique DVD and Booklet as a gift for visitors 

                    Contact any committee member to order either of the below items: 
                                  Birding in the Walker Bay area – DVD – R50.00 
                                       The Birds of Walker Bay - booklet – R25.00 
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