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                                   HBC outing to De Mond Nature Reserve                 

A very warm welcome to all the new members of the Hermanus Bird Club. 

A final thank you to Barbara Palmer, our previous chairperson, who served on 
the committee over the past 10 years. Enjoy your 'retirement’!

Congratulations to our new Chairperson Craig Holmes – we trust that your term 
in this position will be a time of enjoyment. 

Margie Ogston (Editor)
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                                 Craig's Chirp
                                 

Starting in this role and walking in the shoes of Barbara Palmer is a fairly daunting 
task, but I am fortunate to have worked with her over the last couple of years and 
have learnt many lessons from her which I am sure will hold me in good stead.

I am also fortunate to have committee members with whom I have worked in 
the past. Lee Burman continues as secretary and brings with her an extensive
knowledge of the club and birds, and Cherry Mills is a valued active asset to 
the committee. David Watson continues to handle the club's finances with 
great competence, and Margie Ogston produces the Oystercatcher with great
care.

John Saunders, who previously served on the committee, has been welcomed
back to oversee projects, and Charles Naudé. a recent new arrival in 
Hermanus, has joined the committee as digital media expert. I will continue 
to organise the 'Away' outings.

I am proud to announce that the membership of the club currently stands at 
217. We welcome all the new members and trust that you will enjoy many 
hours of happy and fulfilling birding within the club.

The HBC encourages all members to enjoy the local birding on offer plus all 
the activities organised by the committee. To ensure that the club maintains 
the high standards already set, I encourage you to share any new ideas or 
suggestions with us. I would also like to invite you to volunteer as a leader 
on our organised outings - members who have recently assisted us have 
been greatly appreciated.

At our February evening meeting, Charles Naudé presented a collection of 
his magnificent birding photographs; and the March morning outing to 
Vermont was enjoyed by 14 members.  

http://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F4.bp.blogspot.com%2F-tyFdYIyI_ME%2FT84ahQ6RwtI%2FAAAAAAAAJc4%2F0zm-te9J268%2Fs1600%2Fcrow%252Bnest.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fpalmcreekupdate.blogspot.com%2F2012%2F06%2Fsummer-fun-and-games.html&h=255&w=245&tbnid=4FkpVQ5fR16BDM%3A&zoom=1&docid=dQzPi2Q5iOFXXM&ei=eWVGU8vSFo-ThgflhIDIAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CM4BEIQcMCY&iact=rc&dur=1502&page=2&start=21&ndsp=24


Craig's Chirp continued/2

Mike Ford presented an outstanding course for 34 participants and in early 
April we had 14 members visit Rooi Els and Harold Porter. Our away outing 
to Cape Town was a very wet but productive trip. We enjoyed the various 
planned destinations from Koeberg to Rietvlei, SANCCOB to Kirstenbosch, 
and finally Intaka Island– all well worth visiting when you are in Cape Town. 
We were fortunate to have Otto and Sandy Schmidt, who know Kirstenbosch 
really well, to lead the group on a walk to all their secret birding spots. 

John and Charles are busy confirming the 2014 Thursday walks and the 
guest speakers for our monthly Wednesday evening meetings. We will 
continue to have a good selection of evening speakers and varied walks 
throughout the year. I will organise the new away trips later in the year.

I have asked Mike Ford to present another bird course for the club and he 
has agreed to do a 2 -day Advanced Course in September.  If you would like 
to attend, please let me know – you do have the details as per the e-mail 
sent out last week.

Please remember to diarise the following:

Our Thursday walks - every 1st Thursday of the month.

Our evening meeting - on every 3rd Wednesday of the month at 19h00. 

Details will be in the Oystercatcher and will also be sent out as a reminder 
prior to the events. Also remember to visit our blog, at 
http://hermanusbirdclub.wordpress.com/,for news and information. Please 
support YOUR club's activities – the club is here for its members! 

Happy and successful birding to you all. 

Cordially,  Craig



Mike Ford: 2-day Beginner's Course

In his casual and informative manner, Mike presented an exceptional
beginner’s course over a 2-day period to 34 participants (of which 9
were non-members). The subjects covered were invaluable to all who

attended, whether novices or fairly experienced birders.

The identification of birds needs serious consideration and very often
leads to heated discussion and debating. 

The various elements of ID were the basis of this course and these were
covered in the necessary detail: perfect for beginners, and an excellent

reminder to those of us who continuously forget certain important facts.

Hermanus Bird Club is privileged to have a member who is a specialist in
his field, passionate about his hobby, and willing and able to present

courses of this nature to members who need knowledge and guidance in
the field of birding.

Thanks once again to Mike for his willingness to share his knowledge,
and for his light and humorous presenting manner.

For those who missed the course, we will be offering a follow-up course
later in the year so do not miss out on the next opportunity to enjoy a

‘Mike Ford Bird Course’ – they are special! 
MJO Editor

     
   ATTENTION MEMBERS

 Mike Ford is presenting an advanced course during September 2014.

Title: “Difficult species – Key Identification Factors”. 
Date:  11th and 12th September – 09:00 to12:00 daily at Fernkloof. 
Cost:  R110.00 for members. If you wish to attend please e-mail Craig 

pcsholmes@telkomsa.net



Mini-Birding-Big-Day – Report and pics by Barbara Palmer 

MBBD is our annual club competition, based on BirdLife SA's Birding Big Day 
when teams compete for 24 hours in a 50km radius of choice on a designated day. 
Our rules stipulate that the centre point of the radius must be Hermanus and the 
competition takes place from 6am to 6pm. This year 5 teams competed for top spot.

The day dawned full of promise of good weather and 
species were ticked off on call at an alarming rate - but
this was not to last.  By late morning the wind was 
blowing a gale and the clouds started rolling in.  

After lunch there were grumblings about giving up and 
going home, but most teams stuck it out till around 

5pm, desperately trying to identify a wind-blown
lark or pipit, if indeed they could even find one mad
enough to be flying around! Some teams were
extremely brave and birded on despite a downpour.

The day ended with the usual braai at Fernkloof
where captains shared their day, route, funny
moments and best sightings with the group. 
Alan & Carol McLennan-Smith who have
participated in all previous MBBDays but unfortunately could not do so this year, joined 
us for the braai and bonhomie.  
 
Anne Philip bravely captained a team on her first ever entry in MBBD.  It was also a first 
for team mates Margaret Loesch & Victor Carkeek. They thoroughly enjoyed the day, 
had a very good score and were the only team to spot and identify Familiar Chat, White-
faced Duck and Amethyst Sunbird. Well done to team Klipcliff Robins!  

Other teams were Fluff Tails with the Saunders and the Whitakers, Hermanus Rovers 
with the Daggs and Horstens, Vermont Warblers, the Bowmans and Mac Naughts and 
Hermanus Harriers with Mike Ford and the Palmers.  Team mate Lee Burman 
unfortunately had to withdraw, but despite being one man down, we still managed to 
take first place with 123 species identified and were rewarded with slabs of chocolates 
for our effort.

A combined total of 158 species were identified by the group, of which 49 species were 
identified by all teams and 30 species identified by one team only.  These included Pied 
Avocet,  Namaqua Dove, African Black Duck, Booted Eagle, Glossy Ibis, Hottentot Teal & 
African Olive-pigeon. It really is a fun day and you should try not to miss it next year!



Field outing – Vermont Coastal Walk 

Twenty HBC members enjoyed the initial cool mist which hugged the 
coastline during our walk towards Breakfast Bay. 

We met at Jan Rabie Pools at 07:30 and 
meandered along the cliff path noting 
every species that was on display for the 
group to identify. 
 
Cape and White-breasted Cormorant 
were seen along the rocks as were Little 
Egret and Common Whimbrel.

It took around 45 minutes to reach the
Bay, and once there we were presented
with views of Kittlitz’s Plover, White-
fronted Plover, Sandwich and Swift
Terns, and the ever present Cape and
Hadeda Ibis and various cormorants
and gulls. 

 With photographs taken, species spotted 
and listed, sandwiches eaten and  beverages
consumed, we turned and left for home.

A few Bar-throated Apalis were spotted 
playing amongst the fynbos and we had 
splendid sightings of these vocal and 
striking little birds.

Common Waxbills were another special sighting along our way and new 
members were thrilled with the number of species we spotted on the 
pathway. It was a pleasure to have so many new members on the walk and to
see and hear them enjoying the outing with the many experienced birders 
who, as always, were most forthcoming with their identification suggestions. 
A delightful morning's outing with like-minded folk: thank you, everyone!
MJO (Editor)



Field outing – Rooi Els, Stony Point, Harold Porter and Rooisand

A gap in the weather after an otherwise rainy week, gave 14 members a 
brilliant morning's walk on the 3rd April. An early start at Rooi Els, in the 
shadow of the mountain, was chilly but highly rewarding.  

We started with views of a Peregrine Falcon 
having breakfast on a pole close by – flinging 
feathers in all directions before settling down
to swallow its avian prey.  

Next up was a pair of Verreaux's Eagles 
circling the peak.

This was closely followed by a family of
three Ground Woodpeckers, most
obligingly close and not at all fazed by the
excited audience! 

Then one of our sharp-eyed members
spotted the eagerly-sought Cape Rockjumper; in fact there were three of 
them as well, chasing each other around a recently-burned part of the slope.

After all that excitement the sighting of Familiar Chat, Cape Rock-thrush, 
Yellow Bishop and dozens of Sunbirds was almost mundane.

Then on to Stony Point where a number of African Penguins were still on 
nests and a few youngsters were looking very scruffy with their half-moulted
plumage.  Most of the adults were still out fishing, however.  

But the main attraction was the Cormorants, many of them flying in with bills
full of seaweed for their nests – dozens of White-breasted and Cape plus a 
substantial population of Bank Cormorants.  Sharp eyes spotted a single 
Crowned Cormorant with only its head showing behind the rocks.

Next stop was Harold Porter and a welcome coffee break.  A walk through 
the gardens delivered a couple of Dusky Flycatchers, Cape Batis and two 
parties of Swee Waxbills – everyone's favourite.



Field outing – continued/2

Unfortunately the floods of a few months ago have once again caused 
extensive damage to Disa Kloof, which is closed off, as is the bridge from 
which we normally look for the Black Ducks, which were nowhere to be seen.

Having seen a total of 50 species, many of them very special, we felt that we 
had been well rewarded for our early morning start and decided to give 
Rooisand a miss, returning home in time for a late lunch.
Lee Burman 
Photos courtesy Gavin Turner

 
                                   
                                          For your interest!

The 2014 update of the official Birdlife South Africa checklist of Birds 
in South Africa was launched at Flock in the Berg during the BirdLife 
South Africa AGM which was held last week at Mont-Aux-Sources. 
Excel and PDF versions of the 2014 version have also been posted on 
the Birdlife South Africa website at 
http://www.birdlife.org.za/publications/checklists

There are officially 845 bird species in South Africa of which 18 are 
true South African endemics and an additional 20 are endemic to 
South Africa/Lesotho/Swaziland. BP

http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.birdlife.org.za%2Fpublications%2Fchecklists&h=RAQFIoqhm&enc=AZOdmxD9wVhglhXbnWqDbctxV9VC9Uo16rblE5a8Ecp4Sdc_K_mxTNBKm2yiTt-f2kdiY1WOp3Tz_hY4kNpqNDQKAOn5h_VkApRGEidzf6ZPILThY2pawOjxD8RIssLuDd-vjQMP8Q60TxecYwSsHaE7vzvcdckNsulpZXYIg95xKA&s=1


Field outing: Cape Town 3-day Adventure 
Monday – Koeberg Nature Reserve and SANCCOB

After many phone calls and e-mails between attendees prior to the trip on 
which route to take to get to Koeberg Nuclear Power Station Nature Reserve  
by 9.30 am on a Monday morning without getting snarled up in Cape Town 
traffic ,most of us, Irene and I included, got lost en route and eventually 
arrived up to an hour late. Unscheduled visits to Malmesbury, Darling, 
Yzerfontein, Philadelphia and Atlantis were all part of the “Grand Tour”! 

Unfortunately the weather also played a part in inhibiting the planned walks 
once we all eventually met up. We did enjoy a very pleasant walk in the 
reserve spotting several bird species including the Chestnut-Vented Tit 
Babbler, Yellow Bishop and Sombre Greenbul.

A new species was aptly named a White-Browed 
Hissing Pipe-Babbler. Its call was a peculiar 
gurgling sound unknown to our ears and after 
investigation it turned out to be an irrigation 
pipe which spurted out clouds of misty water.  

As the rain inhibited our planned visit to
Rietvlei Wetland Reserve it was decided
the group would move on to the 
SANCCOB Penguin Rescue & 
Rehabilitation Centre. We were treated to a 
a fascinating tour watching and learning
how the staff and volunteers work with 
the injured birds that not only included penguins but also injured Gannets, 
Cormorants, Terns and Gulls.

After what turned out to be a very pleasant day despite getting lost en route 
(again) and being affected by the rain, we all made our way to the 
accommodation at Bloubergstrand, where I enjoyed sharing a flat with five 
women including my wife Irene. 

It was great fun and great company but not so good for Helen Knutzen who 
developed a particularly nasty migraine headache which lasted the whole trip
and thus inhibited her enjoyment. I hope, Helen, that you have fully 
recovered and that with Norma Leviton’s help you had a safe journey home.
John Saunders



Cape Town Adventure
Tuesday - Kirstenbosch, Rietvlei and Intaka Island

We left our accommodation at Bloubergstrand and braved the rush hour 
traffic in order to get to Kirstenbosch by 08h30.  Needless to say, it was not 
a realistic target, but in the end everyone arrived safely and we met our 
guides, Otto and Sandy Schmidt.  The weather held off for an hour or two 

and we managed to cover quite a good 
section of the gardens, before the rain came 
and we sought shelter in the tearoom.  The 
windy, overcast conditions did not make for 
good birding, so we got little more than the 
usual suspects, plus a good close-up view of 
a Spotted Eagle-Owl.  
         

          
We were due to proceed to Silvermine for our midday trip, but the rain put 
paid to that idea and we headed north to Rietvlei instead.  

There we had good sightings of Greater and Lesser Flamingos, Pelicans, the 
usual raft of water birds and a lonesome Glossy Ibis.  
Of special note was the large flock of White Storks riding the thermals, 
possibly in preparation for their northward migration!  The relatively new 
boardwalks made access easy, but the swampy footing has obviously caused 
a measure of collapse and we wondered if the structure might not tip at the 
approach to the western hide.

Our final port of call was Intaka  (Xhosa for 
‘bird’) Island at Century City. Temba, our 
super-efficient and very knowledgeable guide,
took us around the reserve, and we were 
shown how the water in the man-made canal 
system is purified naturally. 

The range of eco-friendly measures in place was impressive. 

Unfortunately, we did not see a Black-Crowned Night Heron, but had good 
sightings of some of the more common water birds, as well as a couple of 
Lesser Swamp- Warblers. We also heard, but did not see, the Little Rush-
Warbler. 



Cape Town Adventure – day 2 continued/2

One cannot fail to be in awe of this wonderful undertaking, set in the middle 
of a modern city, and for those who saw it for the first time, it made a 
profound impression.  No doubt many will return to enjoy the birding under 
more favourable conditions.

Finally, we rounded off the day with another wonderful meal and good 
camaraderie, before retiring, well-satisfied, to sleep through another night 
of heavy rain and concerns of what Wednesday would bring.
Report and pictures courtesy Ronnie Hazell

Wednesday brought very little excitement as once again clouds and rain 
dampened our plans. The members who had not visited Rietvlei on Tuesday, 
managed a quick visit to the wetland and picked up a few additional species 
for their efforts. Cape Teal, Black-headed Heron, Cape Longclaw, 
Greater-crested Grebe and African Marsh-Harrier were found and our final 
tally of species seen for the trip amounted to 100.

A big thanks to Craig for organising this trip which was made very difficult 
with the continuous wet weather. The group did really well to attempt 
birding at most venues but Silvermine and Rondevlei were out of the 
question. 

We trust that this Cape Town trip is placed on the list of out-of-town trips in
the future, as the venues chosen were special. Perhaps a 3-4 day trip next 
time, to cope with weather and traffic issues?

Thanks to all who attended and once again produced starters, salads and 
potatoes and desserts fit for hungry HBC members! 
MJO (Editor)



Red Stone Hills : 3-day field outing

After a four and a bit hour drive along Route 62 we proceeded to an old 
favourite haunt at Red Stone Hills. Arriving near lunch time, we all 
made our way to our more than adequate accommodation and relaxed 
before meeting at 3 for a gentle meander around the farm and along the 
river's edge. 

Peter Dagg was invited to lead the group as he had previously visited the 
area and knew where and what we should do to maximize the time that we 
had in this little gem of a place. 

The afternoon was not great for birding but a lovely walk through the fields 
was enjoyed in this marvellous area. The weather was slowly changing and 
before sunset the rain arrived - I am getting to be known as the Rain Man as 
every bird club outing that I plan seems to be blessed with wet weather!

Tuesday dawned grey but dry and at 8 we all met and enjoyed a tractor and 
trailer ride to the starting point for the morning's 7,5km walk through the 
red stone hills which surround the area. The flora and the grandeur of the 
environment made up for the rather slow birding caused by the very 
unseasonal weather. Again we walked into more rain which may have 
dampened our bodies but didn't affect our spirits. This walk, although long 
and rocky, was an absolute pleasure and we all enjoyed the experience. 

After lunch and a little relaxing time, we
again met and wandered along the 
road and down to the river- this time in
reasonable weather. Birds, including this
delightful Cape Bunting, started coming out
of hiding and we had some good sightings.    

In the evening, John Saunders, with his wealth of knowledge of the night 
skies, showed an interested group of us various stars and constellations of 
interest. 

With Peter Dagg's leadership, the group managed to see 72 species which 
was not too bad considering the weather. 



Red Stone Hills – continued/2

We didn't see as many as are available in the area, but the species seen 
included a Peregrine Falcon, Brown-hooded Kingfisher, African Fish Eagle, 
African Olive-Pigeon, Southern Double-collared Sunbird, 
Greater Double-collared Sunbird, Streaky-headed Seedeater, Red-billed 
Quelea and the Cape Bunting.                
                                                                                                     Men at work?

The evening braais were enjoyed in the     
warmth of the Red Stone Hills dining room
and the teams who brought the starters,
salads, potatoes and puddings excelled
once again. This meant that apart from
having had an enjoyable bird club outing,
we also all left slightly heavier than when
we arrived. 
                                                                                    
Craig Holmes 
Pictures courtesy Charles Naudé



AGM 

The 17th AGM of the Hermanus Bird Club was well supported by its members.
The 72 members who attended were treated to an evening of good humour 
(by our able Treasurer, Dave Watson), detailed reporting of the past 12 
months of activity within the committee and club (by our Chairperson 
Barbara Palmer), and excellent eats and refreshments after the meeting.

Barbara advised us that we now have 220 members, of which 38 joined in 
2013 and another 12 so far this year. She thanked all for participating in the 
club events keenly organised by the committee. The various club activities of
the past year had been attended by 1 185 members, with 183 ‘walking the 
walk’ over the months, and 159 who enjoyed the away trips organised by 
Craig. The committee members were thanked individually for their hard 
work.

Participation in the Fernkloof Flower Show was new for us, and the club 
enjoyed the response we received from the public. The stall was (wo)manned
by many of our knowledgeable bird club members.

Once the financial and chairperson's reports, plus changes to the 
constitution were approved and accepted, Barbara announced the changes to
the current committee. Jamie Hart and Barbara Palmer both tendered their 
resignation from the committee, and John Saunders and Charles Naudé were 
welcomed as new committee members. Craig Holmes, as interim 
Chairperson, thanked the committee members who stood for re-election, 
and John and Charles briefly introduced themselves to the club.

The announcement of Barbara’s retirement from the 
committee was sad news, as she has served this club 
so efficiently and whole-heartedly for the past 10 years
(the last 5 years as Chairperson). 

Mike warns Barbara 
about life after chairing 
the HBC!
    



         

AGM – continued /2

Mike Ford, Cherry Mills and Lee Burman all paid tribute to Barbara’s integrity 
and leadership skills and she was presented with flowers and a copy of the 
Roberts Complete Birding Guide(which she LOVES).

Graham, her husband, was sincerely thanked for the support he has given to 
Barbara and the club over the years. We wish Barbara well in her new 
ventures, whatever they will be, and will of course still see her and Graham at
all our functions and outings.

            

  

 
 Barbara thoughtfully created and ran a slide show on the overhead screen 
showing photos from many of the previous HBC outings and meetings – this 
was enjoyed during the evening and provided many with fond memories. 

She kindly handed the club and the three previous chairpersons copies of the
photo disc for their birding libraries.

Craig closed the meeting after thanking everyone for attending. Snacks and 
drinks were served afterwards.
MJO(Ed)



John Bowman/Gavin Turner – A Zimbabwe Adventure

John & Sheelagh Bowman, and Gavin & Cynthia Turner were greeted by a 
packed Fernkloof Hall for the April meeting.

Avid birders and intrepid travellers, John presented the first section of the 
journey, and Gavin the second half of the trip. Together they 
circumnavigated Zimbabwe, stopping off to camp or tent at venues such as 
Matobo. Hwange [formerly Wankie], Chizarira, Mana Pools, Inyanga and 
Gonarezhou. 

Quite an undertaking, considering the condition of some roads and poor 
infra-structure at a few camping spots. Despite all that they nearly always 
had cell-phone connection. Photographs of birds, game and interesting 
geological sites were professionally captured and flashed on the screen for 
us all to marvel at. 

Birding high-lights included sightings of the Square-tailed Nightjar, 
Abdim's Stork, Striped Kingfisher, Southern Pied Babbler, Temminck's 
Courser, Red-billed Firefinch, the Long-tailed Starling and many more! 

    
   

     Swynnerton's Robin                                      Abdim's  Storks

BUT, said Gavin, his eyes lighting up, " the Swynnerton's Robin took 1st 
place", it being a very rare bird. 

A protracted round of applause from their fellow-birders, and the presenters
were thanked for sharing their adventures: adventures not possible for many
of us.
Cherry Mills 
Pictures courtesy Gavin Turner

 



Nature at work on the Vermont Salt Pan

In May last year five HBC members spent a morning dragging branches, 
which had earlier been dumped on the edge of the pan, out to the Heronry to
restock it. 

Five years had passed since we last filled it with fresh branches. During this 
time the level of branches subsided and compacted under the weight of the 
nesting cormorants. In May last year the water in the pan dried out for the 
first in 10 years, offering the unique opportunity of refilling it without us 
really wetting our feet. Well almost! 

The operation went off without a hitch and just in time. Hermanus 
experienced a really wet winter and the pan filled rapidly. The birds returned 
in mass with cormorants quickly staking their claim to nesting sites. The 
herons unfortunately have been displaced and have had to make do with tree
stumps and rocks on the shoreline! 

                  May 2013 April 2014

For the first time in years, due to good rains, the water level in the pan 
remained high right throughout the summer. It is now at the highest point 
since we arrived here in 2003 ...... and the winter rains are still to come! 
Fortunately there is an overflow spillway on the southern side which should 
prevent the Heronry from being completely submerged. 

The accompanying photos will give some idea of the scale of things. Perhaps
of interest-the tall vertical poles at the back are 4.6 meters high.
Mike Mac Naught – report and pictures courtesy Mike.

Thank you for this update Mike – it has been such a pleasure enjoying the birdlife on the pan 
this summer  - hopefully  we will receive adequate rains soon to keep the birds (and us) 
happy 
MJO (Ed)



IBA (Important Bird Area) Challenge – report by Graham Palmer 

In order to give some impetus to HBC members' birding, the IBA Challenge 
was created by Barbara Palmer and the committee.  The area chosen was 
south of the N2 from Sir Lowry's Pass to Stilbaai. All birds seen in this area 
could be counted only once during the 4 months of the challenge (January to
April), with extra points given for rarer species. 

To put a bit more science into the challenge, the area was divided into 5 IBAs
with the help of Dale Wright, who is the Western Cape Conservation Manager
for Bird Life SA.  He also identified 36 Key Species, some rare, some fairly 
common, in which BLSA have a special interest in noting details such as 
number of individuals seen, time of day, activities they are engaged in etc. 
Information on these Key Species was collated every month according to the 
IBA in which they were observed and sent to Dale.  Participants got extra 
points every month for these sightings.

Sooooo, we set off in January with lots of enthusiasm after some festive 
season lethargy, and 16 participants sent in their returns at each month end.

The sum of R540 was raised from the Challenge entry fees and will be 
handed over to Dale for IBA conservation purposes when he addresses the 
club at our monthly meeting on 21st May.
Many thanks to Graham for co-ordinating the Challenge  month ly.MJO Ed

 2014 IBA Challenge Final Results
Rank Name Species Species Pts IBA Key Pts Total Pts

1 Hazell R 203 487 165 652
2 Dagg P 202 464 56 520
3 Ford M 195 439 72 511
4 Bowman S 169 345 105 450
5 Bowman J 170 338 106 444
6 Cheetham C 178 372 67 439
7 MacNaughts 191 414 0 414
8 Palmer B 166 329 83 412
9 Burman L 163 307 74 381
10 Ogston M 150 277 82 359
11 Palmer G 155 284 67 351
12 Swart B 144 263 0 263
13 Pohl C 107 171 0 171
14 Philip A 104 167 0 167
15 Bryan M 106 153 0 153
16 Mills C 69 100 0 100



Owl Boxes in Hermanus

At our first committee meeting, Craig suggested that as part of the Bird 
Club’s conservation initiatives for 2014, it would be a good idea to install 
nesting boxes particularly for Spotted Eagle-Owls.

Emphasis was on certain trees on the Hermanus Golf Course and with this in 
mind, I sent e-mails to all our members soliciting their help in making the 
nesting boxes. Several volunteers rose to the challenge, viz. Mike Mac 
Naught, Gavin Turner, Rob Bagnall and David Shreeve.

I am now the proud owner of Mike’s two nesting boxes, beautifully made and
ready for installation. Craig is working on the golf club committee for their 
permission for installation and Rob’s two are hopefully planned for 
installation in Hemel & Aarde. 
   

A few years ago, Graham Palmer and I installed owl
nesting boxes at both Camp Hill and in the Fernkloof
Nature Reserve. 

We will shortly take a look at the boxes, particularly
those in Fernkloof and possibly take them down, if
necessary, to carry out repairs before relocating
them.

Mike Ford has agreed to give advice on the best trees and locations for the 
siting of the owl boxes once we are ready for "installation".

I will give a report back once they are all installed and hopefully a family of 
Eagle-Owls will have taken up residence.

I’d like to thank Mike, Gavin, Rob, Graham and David for coming forward, as 
well as the other members who volunteered to help if needed.
John Saunders



                          DIARY NOTES

   Event and field outing reminders for May and June 2014 

                                   
                                         MAY

 Thurs: 1st May      Morning outing                Meet at OTP 08:00
                            Hawston View Rd &          Bring morning drink+snack         
                            Van der Stel Pass

Wed: 21st May       Dale Wright:                     Fernkloof Hall 19:00
                           “Soaring to new heights”
                                 
27 – 29 May         Away trip to Pat Busch    Fully booked
 

                                       JUNE 

Thurs: 5th June      Morning walk in            Meet at Fernkloof at 08:00
                                  Fernkloof                      Bring morning tea/snacks

Wed: 18th June     Members evening           Fernkloof Hall 19:00
                          Presentations by
                          3 different members                     
      
                    
                   COMMITTEE MEMBERS & PORTFOLIOS

Craig Holmes                 Chairperson                                          028313 2458
Margie Ogston               Vice Chairperson + Newsletter              028313 0407
Dave Watson                  Treasurer & Membership Secretary        028313 0740
Lee Burman                    Secretary, Environment, Teas                028312 3011
Cherry Mills                   PR + Events Catering                             028316 4333
Charles Naudé               Digital Media and Images                      028312 2170 
John Saunders               Projects                                                 028314 0543
Hermanus Bird Club. P O Box 208 Hermanus 7200 
http://hermanusbirdclub.wordpress.com/      

        Hermanus Bird Club DVD and Booklet
            Contact any committee member to order either of the below items:
  Birding in the Walker Bay area – DVD – R50.00/The Birds of Walker Bay - booklet – R25.00  


